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RECENT  NESTING  OF  GULL-BILLED  TERNS  ON 
GRAVEL  ROOFS  IN  FLORIDA 
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Abstract. — Gull-billed  Terns  ( Gelochelidon  nilotica)  were  first  reported  nesting  on  a 
gravel-covered  roof  in  Florida  in  1995.  To  determine  whether  more  Gull-billed  Terns 
nested  on  roofs  in  subsequent  years  as  predicted,  we  compiled  records  of  Gull-billed  Tern 
nests  on  roofs  in  Florida  from  1998  to  2007  and  we  conducted  surveys  for  roof-nesting 
birds  in  northwest  Florida  from  2004  to  2007.  During  that  period,  there  were  12  records 
of  Gull-billed  Tern  nests  on  six  roofs,  all  in  northwest  Florida  and  all  but  one  in  Bay 
County  Not  all  nests  were  counted  each  year,  but  the  annual  maximum  was  11  nests  in 
2006.  The  roof  nests  we  observed  represent  a large  proportion  of  all  Gull-billed  Tern 
nests  reported  in  Florida  since  1998.  Mean  productivity  of  Gull-billed  Tern  nests  on  roofs 
is  unknown.  Records  from  the  past  decade  suggest  that  roof-nesting  by  Gull-billed  Terns 
in  Florida  will  continue  to  increase,  albeit  slowly,  as  long  as  suitable  gravel  roofs  are 
available.  However,  given  that  gravel-covered  roofs  are  becoming  obsolete  and  the  mean 
success  rate  for  Gull-billed  Tern  nests  on  roofs  is  unknown,  the  future  importance  of 
gravel  roofs  as  nesting  sites  for  Gull-billed  Terns  in  Florida  remains  uncertain. 
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The  decline  in  the  breeding  population  of  Gull-billed  Terns  ( Geloch - 
elidon  nilotica)  in  North  America,  and  particularly  in  Florida,  is  an 
emerging  conservation  concern  (Molina  and  Erwin  2006,  Smith  2007). 
Loss  of  suitable  nesting  habitat  is  likely  the  primary  cause  of  the  de- 
cline in  number  of  nests  observed  in  recent  years  (Molina  and  Erwin 
2006).  One  prospect  for  alternative  nesting  habitat  is  the  availability  of 
flat,  gravel-covered  roofs  that  mimic  the  open  beach  and  dune  habitat 
where  many  seabirds  traditionally  nest  (Fisk  1978).  Because  nests  on 
roofs  are  subject  to  less  disturbance  from  humans,  storms,  and  mam- 
malian predators,  they  are  more  likely  to  be  successful  than  nests  on 
the  ground  (Gore  and  Kinnison  1991).  Least  Terns  ( Sternula  antil- 
larum ) and  Black  Skimmers  ( Rynchops  niger j have  nested  on  roofs  in 
Florida  for  several  decades  (Fisk  1978)  and  most  Least  Terns  now  nest 
on  roofs  (Gore  et  al.  2007). 

For  Gull-billed  Terns,  however,  the  use  of  roofs  as  nesting  sites  has 
been  more  recent  and  less  common.  Despite  numerous  visits  to  poten- 
tial roof-nesting  sites  throughout  Florida  by  multiple  observers  since 
the  1970s  (Fisk  1978,  Gore  1991,  Zambrano  et  al.  1997,  Hovis  and  Gore 
2000),  Gull-billed  Terns  were  not  observed  nesting  on  a roof  until  1995, 
when  Coburn  (1996)  found  a single  nest  in  Bay  County.  That  nest 
failed,  but  in  1996  Sprandel  et  al.  (1998)  observed  a Gull-billed  Tern 
chick  that  fledged  from  a nest  on  a roof  nearby.  Sprandel  et  al.  (1998) 
speculated  that  more  Gull-billed  Terns  would  begin  nesting  on  gravel 
roofs  because  roofs  can  provide  relatively  safe  and  stable  nesting  sites 
(Gore  and  Kinnison  1991).  To  determine  whether  more  pairs  of  Gull- 
billed Terns  have  nested  on  roofs  in  Florida  in  subsequent  years  as  pre- 
dicted, we  searched  the  literature  and  nesting  databases  for  recent 
records  of  nesting  on  roofs  and  we  visited  historical  and  potential  roof- 
nesting sites  in  northwest  Florida.  In  this  paper  we  summarize  recent 
records  of  roof-nesting  Gull-billed  Terns  in  Florida,  compare  them  to 
observations  from  Texas  and  Louisiana,  and  comment  on  the  impor- 
tance of  roofs  as  nesting  sites  for  this  species  in  Florida. 


Methods 

We  searched  the  literature  for  records  of  Gull-billed  Terns  nesting  on  roofs  since 
1998,  examined  data  from  statewide  surveys  of  seabird  colonies  on  roofs  during  1998- 
2000  (Gore  et  al.  2007),  reviewed  records  submitted  to  the  online  beach-nesting  bird  da- 
tabase maintained  by  the  Florida  Fish  and  Wildlife  Conservation  Commission,  and  com- 
piled incidental  records.  In  addition,  from  2004  to  2007,  two  of  us  (BSS  and  WAG)  along 
with  volunteer  observers  checked  roofs  in  northwest  Florida  for  presence  of  seabird 
breeding  colonies.  We  primarily  visited  roofs  that  had  previously  supported  a breeding 
colony  (Gore  et  al.  2007),  but  some  additional  roofs  were  checked  if  seabirds  were  ob- 
served flying  near  them.  Colony  and  nest  observations  were  recorded  following  proce- 
dures used  in  the  earlier  statewide  survey  (Gore  et  al.  2007).  At  each  roof,  observers 
watched  from  the  ground  for  a minimum  of  15  minutes  on  two  occasions  to  determine  if 
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a colony  was  present.  If  Gull-billed  Terns  or  Black  Skimmers  were  present,  observers 
went  onto  the  roof,  if  accessible,  and  counted  nests  from  within  the  colony  or  from  the 
periphery  with  binoculars.  When  roofs  were  not  accessible,  observations  were  made  via 
remote  cameras  or  from  vantage  points  on  the  ground,  in  bucket  lift  trucks,  or  on  adja- 
cent structures.  To  minimize  the  chance  of  double-counting  birds  that  renested,  nests 
were  counted  only  between  15  May  and  30  June. 

In  2004,  observers  visited  31  roofs  in  Bay  County,  including  7 sites  not  listed  as  nest- 
ing sites  by  Gore  et  al.  (2007).  In  2005,  observers  visited  79  roofs  across  northwest  Flor- 
ida, including  5 sites  not  previously  listed  as  seabird  nesting  sites.  The  2005  visits 
covered  all  roofs  in  northwest  Florida  identified  as  occupied  (n  = 64)  by  Gore  et  al. 
(2007),  except  for  five  roofs  on  military  property.  Observers  checked  47  roofs  in  2006  and 
45  roofs  in  2007,  including  all  roofs  with  seabird  colonies  in  2004-2005  and  all  sites  with 
past  records  of  nesting  Gull-Billed  Terns.  In  total,  we  checked  85  individual  roofs  for 
nesting  Gull-billed  Terns  from  2004  to  2007  (Fig.  1). 

Results 

During  statewide  surveys  of  288  roofs  along  coastal  Florida  from 
1998  to  2000,  Gull-billed  Terns  were  observed  nesting  on  only  one  roof 
and  only  in  1999  and  2000  (Table  1).  No  extensive  survey  of  roofs  was 
conducted  from  2001  to  2003,  but  in  2002  one  of  us  (JAG)  incidentally 
observed  Gull-billed  Terns  nesting  on  two  roofs  in  Bay  County,  includ- 
ing the  roof  where  the  species  first  nested  in  1995  (Table  1).  In  2004, 
Gull-billed  Terns  again  nested  on  the  original  roof,  and  in  2005  they 
nested  on  three  other  roofs,  including  two  where  the  birds  had  not  been 


Figure  1.  Distribution  of  gravel-roofed  buildings  in  northwest  Florida  sur- 
veyed for  presence  of  nesting  Gull-Billed  Terns  from  2004  to  2007.  Six  roofs  (A) 
supported  nesting  Gull-Billed  Terns  in  at  least  1 year  and  79  roofs  (•)  were  va- 
cant or  supported  only  nesting  Least  Terns  or  Black  Skimmers.  Symbols  for 
nearby  sites  overlap  at  this  scale. 
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Table  1.  Number  of  breeding  Gull-billed  Terns,  nests,  and  young  observed  on 
gravel  roofs  in  Florida  from  1998  to  2007a. 


Site  Name 

Site  Numberb 

Year 

Adults 

Nests 

Young 

Sherman  Avenue  Post  Office 

BAY  004035R 

1999 

6 

4 

0 

Sherman  Avenue  Post  Office 

BAY  004035R 

2000 

6 

2 

2 

Sherman  Avenue  Post  Office 

BAY  004035R 

2002 

2 

1 

Former  Wal-Mart  Parker0 

BAY  004009R 

2002 

6-10 

3 

>4 

Former  Wal-Mart  Parker 

BAY  004009R 

2004 

pd 

P 

Sherman  Avenue  Post  Office 

BAY  004035R 

2005 

13 

P 

Pensacola  Port  Authority 

ESCA004011R 

2005 

10 

5 

3 

Tyndall  Air  Force  Base  Bldg  266 

2005 

6 

4 

2 

Tyndall  Air  Force  Base  Bldg  266 

2006 

P 

7 

Panama  City  Mall  Sears6 

BAY  004032R 

2006 

6 

4 

0 

Panama  City  Mall  Sears 

BAY  004032R 

2007 

16 

P 

Panama  City  Square  Shopping  Center 

2007 

2 

2 

0 

aNo  nests  were  observed  on  roofs  in  1998,  2001,  and  2003. 

bSite  numbers  follow  Gore  et  al.  (2007);  all  sites  except  ESCA004011R  are  in  Bay 
County. 

cSite  where  Coburn  (1996)  found  first  nest  in  1995. 

dP  = birds  or  nests  present  but  no  count  recorded. 

eSite  where  Sprandel  et  al.  (1998)  found  first  fledged  birds  in  1996. 


reported  before  and  one  that  was  >150  km  west  of  Bay  County  (Table 
1).  Gull-billed  Terns  nested  on  two  roofs  in  2006  and  2007,  and  one  of 
the  roofs  in  2007  was  a new  nesting  site.  We  found  no  records  of  Gull- 
billed Terns  nesting  on  roofs  outside  northwest  Florida.  Gull-billed 
Terns  nested  on  at  least  six  roofs  during  1998-2007  (Fig.  1),  but  no 
more  than  three  roofs  were  occupied  in  any  year  (Table  1).  Not  all  nests 
were  counted  each  year,  but  the  maximum  counted  was  11  nests  in 
2006  (Table  1). 


Discussion 

Gull-billed  Terns  have  nested  historically  in  small  and  widely  dis- 
junct colonies  across  much  of  coastal  Florida  and  at  a few  inland  sites 
(Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994,  Smith  and  Gore  1996).  Gore  et  al. 
(2007)  observed  nests  on  the  ground  at  only  four  coastal  sites  in  1998- 
2000:  one  in  Tampa  Bay,  one  in  Apalachicola  Bay,  and  two  near  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Johns  River.  Nests  have  been  found  in  a variety  of 
habitats  including  sandy  mainland  and  barrier  island  beaches, 
dredged-material  islands,  islands  in  Lake  Okeechobee,  and  cleared 
land  associated  with  phosphate  mining  (Smith  and  Gore  1996).  The 
number  of  Gull-billed  Terns  reported  breeding  in  Florida  has  fluctu- 
ated widely,  but  has  seldom  exceeded  500  pairs  and  often  has  been 
much  smaller  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994,  Smith  and  Gore  1996, 
Smith  and  Alvear  1997).  Several  hundred  pairs  of  Gull-billed  Terns 
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nested  in  Florida  in  the  1970s  (Smith  and  Alvear  1997),  but  only  17  to 
20  pairs  nested  in  coastal  Florida  from  1998  to  2000  (Gore  et  al.  2007). 
The  reason  for  the  decline  is  not  clear,  although  loss  of  habitat  and  dis- 
turbance by  predators  and  humans  have  likely  contributed  (Smith  and 
Alvear  1997,  Smith  2007).  The  proportion  of  Gull-billed  Tern  pairs  in 
Florida  that  nested  on  roofs  in  1998-2000  ranged  from  0 to  20%  (4/20; 
Gore  et  al.  2007),  but  the  relative  importance  of  roofs  as  alternative 
nesting  sites  cannot  be  adequately  assessed  with  so  few  pairs  in  the  to- 
tal breeding  population.  Whether  more  pairs  will  begin  nesting  on 
roofs  is  uncertain  and  likely  depends  upon  the  relative  success  of  roof 
nests  and  the  ability  of  Gull-billed  Terns  to  find  suitable  roofs. 

Despite  the  nesting  records  compiled  to  date,  little  is  known  about 
the  success  of  Gull-billed  Tern  nests  on  roofs.  Least  Terns  routinely 
nest  successfully  on  roofs  (including  all  roofs  in  Table  1),  but  larger- 
bodied  Black  Skimmers  often  inadvertently  crack  their  eggs  when  in- 
cubating on  roofs  with  shallow  coverings  of  gravel  because  their  nest 
scrapes  expose  the  firm  tar  substrate  embedded  with  pieces  of  gravel 
(Coburn  et  al.  2001).  The  difference  in  hatching  success  between  these 
species  may  explain  why  Least  Terns  nest  more  often  on  Florida  roofs 
than  do  Black  Skimmers.  In  1998-2000,  for  example,  84%  of  Least 
Terns  in  Florida  nested  on  roofs  but  only  9%  of  Black  Skimmers  did  so 
(Gore  et  al.  2007).  Mean  hatching  success  has  not  been  determined  for 
Gull-billed  Tern  eggs  on  roofs.  However,  because  Gull-billed  Terns  are 
intermediate  in  size  to  Least  Terns  and  Black  Skimmers,  we  hypothe- 
size that  they  will  be  less  successful  and  less  common  breeders  on  roofs 
than  Least  Terns,  but  more  successful  and  more  common  than  Black 
Skimmers. 

Gull-billed  Terns  have  nested  successfully  on  roofs  for  several 
years  in  Texas  and  Louisiana  (Smalley  et  al.  1991,  Purrington  2002), 
and  on  three  Louisiana  roofs  Gull-billed  Terns  have  been  more  abun- 
dant than  Black  Skimmers  (R.  Purrington,  in  litt.).  However,  there  has 
been  no  comparison  of  nest  success  and  gravel  depth  at  these  roofs.  The 
gravel  cover  on  five  of  the  six  roofs  in  Florida  where  Gull-billed  Terns 
have  nested  is  sufficiently  deep  that  Black  Skimmers  have  successfully 
nested.  If  Gull-billed  Terns  nest  successfully  only  on  roofs  with  suffi- 
ciently deep  gravel,  they  would  likely  benefit  if  more  roofs  were  man- 
aged following  guidelines  provided  for  Black  Skimmers  (Coburn  et  al. 
2001).  Research  is  needed  to  assess  the  productivity  of  Gull-billed  Tern 
nests  on  roofs  and  to  examine  whether  hatching  success  is  influenced 
by  the  depth  of  gravel. 

Although  Gull-billed  Terns  have  nested  historically  in  widely  scat- 
tered locations  in  Florida,  the  very  local  distribution  of  roof  colonies  is 
perplexing.  The  distribution  is  not  likely  due  solely  to  sampling  bias 
because  statewide  surveys  of  roofs  in  1998-2000  found  Gull-billed 
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Terns  nesting  only  on  a roof  in  Bay  County  (Gore  et  al.  2007).  The  dis- 
tribution and  abundance  of  roof  colonies  in  other  states  is  also  enig- 
matic. Along  the  central  coast  of  Texas,  Gull-billed  Terns  commonly 
nest  in  colonies  on  the  ground  but  seldom  on  roofs.  Only  two  of  142 
Gull-billed  Tern  colonies  observed  in  central  Texas  since  1973  were  on 
roofs,  and  the  single  recent  roof  colony  averaged  only  14  nests  from 
1997  to  2002  (P.  Glass,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  unpublished 
data).  In  contrast,  Gull-billed  Terns  have  nested  on  at  least  six  roofs  in 
southeastern  Louisiana  since  1987  (R.  Purrington,  in  litt.)  and  some 
roof  colonies  have  been  relatively  large,  including  one  that  has  con- 
tained >100  nesting  pairs  for  several  years  (Purrington  2002).  We  do 
not  know  how  Gull-billed  Terns  find  and  select  roofs  for  nesting, 
whether  they  must  learn  to  recognize  roofs  as  nesting  sites,  or  whether 
they  are  attracted  to  roofs  by  the  presence  of  other  nesting  seabirds.  If 
roof-nesting  is  a learned  behavior,  that  may  explain  why  Gull-billed 
Terns  thus  far  have  been  found  nesting  on  roofs  only  in  northwest  Flor- 
ida, even  though  they  have  nested  at  ground  sites  in  northeast  and 
southwest  Florida  where  other  seabirds  commonly  nest  on  gravel  roofs 
(Gore  et  al.  2007). 

The  most  important  influence  on  future  use  of  roofs  as  nesting  sites 
for  Gull-billed  Terns  may  be  the  availability  of  gravel  roofs  themselves. 
Gravel-covered  roofs  often  are  replaced  with  more  durable  smooth 
polymer  roofs  (Gore  1991),  and  the  number  of  new  and  existing  gravel 
roofs  appears  to  be  steadily  declining  (DeVries  and  Forys  2004).  For  ex- 
ample, the  gravel  roof  of  the  Sherman  Avenue  Post  Office,  where  Gull- 
billed Terns  have  nested  most  often  (Table  1),  was  replaced  with  a layer 
of  smooth  polymer  in  2006  and  is  no  longer  used  as  a nesting  site.  If  the 
trend  continues,  too  few  gravel  roofs  will  remain  to  provide  the  pre- 
dicted additional  nesting  sites  for  Gull-billed  Terns.  Coburn  et  al. 
(2001)  listed  several  ways  to  improve  or  maintain  roofs  for  nesting  sea- 
birds, but  financial  incentives  may  be  needed  to  convince  building  own- 
ers or  managers  to  retain  some  gravel  nesting  substrate  on  roofs 
needing  repair  or  replacement.  Although  roofs  can  provide  alternative 
nesting  habitat  for  Gull-billed  Terns,  both  ground  sites  and  roofs 
should  be  conserved  and  actively  managed  to  increase  the  breeding 
population  of  Gull-billed  Terns  in  Florida  above  its  current  small  size. 
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SWALLOW-TAILED  KITE  PREYS  ON  FLORIDA  SCRUB-JAY  NESTLINGS 


Gina  M.  Morgan,  Travis  E.  Wilcoxen,  and  Michelle  A.  Rensel 
Department  of  Biology,  University  of  Memphis,  3774  Walker  Ave. 
Memphis,  TN  38152  USA 


On  1 May  2007,  TEW  studied  a Florida  Scrub- Jay  (Aphelocoma  coerulescens ; FSJ) 
nest  from  a blind  at  a distance  of  45  m on  the  grounds  of  Archbold  Biological  Station, 
Highlands  Co.,  Florida.  The  nest,  in  a scrub  oak  ( Quercus  inopina ),  held  three  nestlings 
that  were  three  days  old,  and  a breeding  pair  and  two  non-breeding  adult  birds  occupied 
the  territory.  At  0910  EST  a Swallow-tailed  Kite  ( Elanoides  forfcatus ; STK)  flew  into 
the  FSJ  territory  and  circled  the  nest  site  once.  When  the  kite  completed  the  circle,  the 
territory  holders  began  to  scold  it.  The  male  breeder  FSJ  and  a non-breeding  female 
FSJ  flew  toward  the  kite,  continuing  to  call.  The  STK  circled  back  and  dove  toward  the 
nest,  and  three  jays  from  a neighboring  territory  joined  the  resident  jays  in  mobbing  it. 
The  STK  again  circled  back  to  dive  at  the  nest,  at  which  time  TEW  stood  up  out  of  the 
blind  and  the  kite  flew  away  to  the  north. 

MAR  visited  the  nest  at  0940  on  2 May  2007  to  monitor  nestling  growth,  and  all 
three  nestlings  were  present.  On  5 May  2007,  GMM  was  conducting  a foraging  watch  at 
a nearby  territory.  Between  1835  and  1845  she  left  the  focal  territory  and  drove  toward 
the  territory  in  which  TEW  saw  the  kite  activity.  Upon  arriving,  GMM  saw  an  STK  fly- 
ing approximately  40  m southwest  from  the  nest  with  an  FSJ  nestling  in  its  talons.  At 
least  two  scolding  adult  FSJs  chased  the  kite.  GMM  saw  the  STK  begin  to  eat  the  nest- 
ling while  in  flight.  The  adult  FSJs  chased  the  STK  for  approximately  100  m before  re- 
turning to  their  territory.  GMM  then  checked  the  nest  and  found  it  empty. 

Though  we  cannot  conclude  that  only  one  STK  was  responsible,  all  three  nestlings 
were  lost  between  2 May  and  5 May  2007,  when  the  final  nestling  was  taken  by  a Swal- 
low-tailed Kite.  STKs  will  rob  the  nests  of  other  bird  species  (Robertson  1988,  Meyer 
1995).  In  Florida,  STKs  have  been  seen  robbing  the  nests  of  Mourning  Doves  ( Zenaida 
microura ) (Stevenson  1958),  Northern  Mockingbirds  ( Mimus  polyglottos ) and  Logger- 
head  Shrike  ( Lanius  ludovicianus ) (Lohrer  and  Winegarner  1980),  Eastern  Kingbirds 
( Tyrannus  tyrannus ) (Lohrer  and  Lohrer  1984),  and  Blue  Jays  ( Cyanocitta  cristata ) 
Tarvin  and  Garvin  2002). 

Previous  observations  also  suggest  that  STKs  will  return  to  the  same  nest  multiple 
times  until  it  is  empty  (Lohrer  and  Lohrer  1984).  The  STK  has  been  implicated  as  a po- 
tential Florida  Scrub- Jay  nest  predator  by  Schaub  (1990),  Schaub  et  al.  (1992),  and 
Franzeb  (2007),  but  these  authors  never  saw  a STK  prey  on  a scrub-jay  nest.  We  believe 
this  to  be  the  first  account  of  Florida  Scrub- Jay  nest  predation  by  a Swallow-tailed  Kite. 
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Bill  Pranty1,  Dean  W.  Riemer2,  and  Dorcas  Fitzsimmons3 

285I5  Village  Mill  Row,  Bayonet  Point,  Florida  34667  USA 
E-mail:  billpranty@hotmail.com 

2975  5th  Avenue  West,  West  Fargo,  North  Dakota  58078  USA 
32151  NW  99th  Way,  Coral  Springs,  Florida  33071  USA 

Previous  notes  in  this  journal  have  documented  the  first  verifiable  winter  records  in 
Florida  of  six  birds  that  breed  in  North  America  but  winter  largely  in  the  tropics:  East- 
ern Kingbird  ( Tyrannus  tyrannus ),  Blue-winged  Warbler  ( Vermivora  pinus ),  Magnolia 
Warbler  ( Dendroica  magnolia ),  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  ( Dendroica  caerulescens ), 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  ( Dendroica  virens ),  and  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
(. Pheucticus  ludovicianus ) (Pranty  et  al.  2005  and  references  therein).  Here  we  docu- 
ment the  first  two  verifiable  winter  records  for  the  Swallow-tailed  Kite  ( Elanoides  forfi- 
catus ) in  Florida. 

On  24  February  2006,  DR  (in  litt.)  saw  and  photographed  (Fig.  1)  one  of  two  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  over  Lake  Placid,  Highlands  County,  Florida.  Two  days  later,  DF  (TAS 
2006)  photographed  (Fig.  2)  a kite  over  Monroe  Station,  Big  Cypress  National  Preserve, 
Collier  County,  Florida.  Both  photographs  clearly  show  the  distinctive  profile  and  white 
body  with  black  flight  feathers  and  tail  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites.  Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son (1994)  indicate  that  the  range  of  specimen  records  of  Swallow-tailed  Kites  in  Florida 
is  2 March  (1913)  to  15  September  (1992),  and  they  are  unaware  of  any  photographs 
taken  outside  these  dates. 

Swallow-tailed  Kites  begin  to  return  to  southern  Florida  from  their  South  American 
wintering  grounds  during  the  third  or  fourth  week  of  February  (Meyer  1995),  with  po- 
tentially early  reports  from  mid-January  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994).  There  seems 
little  doubt  that  the  kites  photographed  by  Riemer  and  Fitzsimmons  were  recent  spring 
arrivals  due  to  the  timing  of  the  records  and  the  lack  of  earlier  observations.  However, 
because  ornithological  texts  such  as  Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  define  the  winter 
season  as  the  period  between  1 December  and  28  or  29  February,  then  the  photographs 
in  Figures  1 and  2 establish  the  first  verifiable  records  of  the  Swallow-tailed  Kite  in 
Florida  during  winter  months. 
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Figures  1 and  2.  One  of  two  Swallow-tailed  Kites  over  Lake  Placid,  Highlands 
County,  Florida,  24  February  2006  (top),  and  one  Swallow-tailed  Kite  over  Mon- 
roe Station,  Big  Cypress  National  Preserve,  Collier  County,  Florida,  26  Febru- 
ary 2006  (bottom).  These  photographs  document  the  first  verifiable  records  of 
Swallow-tailed  Kites  in  Florida  during  winter.  Photographs  by  Dean  Riemer 
(top)  and  Dorcas  Fitzsimmons  (bottom). 
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Abstract.— In  2007,  the  Florida  Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee 
reached  decisions  on  43  submissions  involving  32  species,  one  species  pair,  and 
one  subspecies.  Twenty-five  of  the  submissions  were  accepted,  13  were  not  ac- 
cepted, four  were  tabled  pending  further  consideration  or  resolution  of  requests 
for  more  information,  and  one  report  was  not  assessed  because  it  is  not  recognized 
as  specifically  distinct.  Among  the  18  species  endorsed  by  the  committee,  four 
were  new  for  Florida  based  on  specimens,  photographs,  or  videotapes.  The  occur- 
rence history  of  the  rare  species  represented  by  accepted  reports  is  reviewed  in  the 
species  accounts.  Species  new  to  Florida  are  Neotropic  Cormorant  ( Phalacrocorax 
brasilianus),  supported  by  photographs;  Hammond’s  Flycatcher  ( Empidonax 
hammondii),  supported  by  photographs;  Loggerhead  Kingbird  ( Tyrannus  caudi- 
fasciatus ),  supported  by  photographs  and  audio  recordings;  and  White  Wagtail 
(. Motacilla  alba),  supported  by  photographs  and  videotape.  These  four  additions 
bring  Florida’s  State  List  to  501  species. 


This  17th  report  of  the  Florida  Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee  (FOSRC) 
summarizes  decisions  made  by  members  of  the  Committee  in  2007.  It  is  dedicated  to  Glen 
Woolfenden,  who  not  only  served  two  terms  on  the  Committee,  but  more  importantly  was 
the  coauthor  of  Florida  Bird  Species:  An  Annotated  List  (Robertson  & Woolfenden  1992), 
which  furnished  the  baseline  list  (“State  List”)  of  Florida’s  avifauna  used  by  the  FOSRC. 
In  1998,  when  the  FOSRC  adopted  Robertson  & Woolfenden  (1992),  the  list  stood  at  461 
species.  Published  reports  of  the  FOSRC  and  taxonomic  changes  have  pushed  the  State 
List  mostly  upwards  since.  In  2007,  the  State  List  topped  500  species;  the  milestone  pro- 
vided by  a White  Wagtail  ( Motacilla  alba)  in  March  (see  below).  Glen  lived  to  see  the  Flor- 
ida list  reach  500  species,  but  died  in  June  before  he  could  participate  in  “officially”  adding 
the  species  to  the  State  List  at  our  August  meeting.  Florida  becomes  just  the  fifth  state  in 
the  United  States  and  the  first  state  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  top  500  species  (the  others 
being  California,  Texas,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico  (totals  current  as  of  end  of  2006;  see 
http :// www.  americanbirding.  org/bigday/20061istreport . pdf) . 

The  FOSRC  critically  reviews  submitted  reports  of  rare  or  unusual  birds  in  Florida, 
as  well  as  potential  new  records  for  the  state.  Submissions  are  accepted  only  for  species 
that  are  believed  to  be  first-time  vagrants  in  Florida,  or  that  appear  on  the  current  Spe- 
cies Review  List  of  the  Birds  of  Florida,  published  on-line  in  the  Florida  Ornithological 
Society’s  (FOS)  website  (http://www.fosbirds.org/RecordCommittee/FOSRC.php).  This 
list  is  reviewed  and  updated  periodically  and  consists  mostly  of  species  on  the  Official 
State  List  of  the  Birds  of  Florida  for  which  the  FOSRC  has  previously  reviewed  and  ac- 
cepted 10  or  fewer  reports.  In  a few  cases,  species  or  distinctive  subspecies  are  included 
in  the  Review  List  when  Committee  members  seek  further  information  on  their  status 
in  the  state.  The  FOSRC  web  pages  (see  above)  also  include  the  Official  State  List,  the 
Rules  and  Procedures  that  govern  the  activities  of  the  committee,  a reporting  form  for 
the  direct  on-line  submission  of  reports  to  the  FOSRC,  the  names  and  addresses  of  cur- 
rent committee  members,  reports  to  the  FOS  Board  on  the  proceedings  of  all  recent 
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FOSRC  meeting,  and  a growing  gallery  of  photographs  of  rare  birds  in  Florida  processed 
by  the  FOSRC. 

This  report  details  the  evaluations  of  39  new  submissions,  involving  32  species,  one 
species  pair,  and  one  subspecies.  Of  the  39  reports,  received  between  September  2006 
and  July  2007,  23  were  reviewed  and  accepted,  12  were  not  accepted,  and  four  were  ta- 
bled pending  further  consideration  of  available  evidence  and  specimen  examination.  In 
addition,  the  committee  resolved  three  reports  that  had  been  tabled  pending  further  in- 
formation or  were  otherwise  previously  unresolved:  Cackling  Goose  ( Branta  hutchinsii, 
06-601,  accepted),  Red-billed  Tropicbird  ( Phaethon  aethereus,  06-608,  not  accepted),  and 
Iceland  Gull  (Larus  glaucoides,  06-594,  accepted).  The  committee  decided  not  to  assess  a 
fourth  tabled  report,  of  a “European”  Herring  Gull  (Lams  argentatus  argentatus  or  L.  a. 
argenteus  06-604),  partly  because  of  its  taxonomic  status,  and  also  because  definitive 
identification  criteria  have  not  been  established. 

Thus,  overall,  the  committee  evaluated  or  reevaluated  a total  of  43  reports  at  its 
2007  meetings,  accepting  25  of  them  (58%),  not  accepting  13  of  them  (30%),  and  tabling 
the  rest  for  reconsideration.  The  current  acceptance  rate  is  somewhat  below  the  average 
rate  of  76  percent  in  the  post-2000  period.  The  percentage  of  submissions  that  have 
specimen  or  photographs/video  evidence  supporting  the  submission  (67%)  continued  to 
be  high,  as  mentioned  in  the  16th  Report  (Greenlaw  and  Kratter  2007).  For  the  25  sub- 
missions that  were  accepted,  all  but  one  (96%)  had  specimen  or  photograph/video  evi- 
dence. Of  the  13  submissions  not  accepted,  only  three  (23%)  had  specimen  or 
photograph/video  evidence.  The  Committee  feels  that  more  sight  reports  would  be  ac- 
cepted if  the  descriptions  were  more  complete,  and  if  the  submitters  presented  more 
thorough  analyses  of  how  the  species  was  separated  from  similar  species.  The  Commit- 
tee feels  strongly  that  well  documented  sight  reports  are  an  important  part  of  docu- 
menting rare  birds  in  Florida. 

Bowman  and  Greenlaw  (2006)  reviewed  the  history  of  the  Official  State  List  of  the 
Birds  of  Florida  and  provided  an  updated  list  (Appendix  1)  for  the  period  ending  31  De- 
cember 2005.  This  list  comprised  a total  of  495  species,  all  of  which  are  based  on  inde- 
pendently verifiable  evidence  (specimens,  photographs  or  videotapes,  and  audio- 
recordings). Two  species  were  added  to  this  list  in  the  16th  Report  (Greenlaw  and  Krat- 
ter 2007),  to  bring  the  total  to  497  species.  For  2007,  we  added  four  species:  Hammond’s 
Flycatcher  (. Empidonax  hammondii  06-615)  supported  by  photographs;  Loggerhead 
Kingbird  ( Tyrannus  caudifasciatus  07-632),  supported  by  photographs  and  videotape; 
White  Wagtail  (. Motacilla  alba  07-634),  supported  by  photographs  and  videotape;  and 
Neotropic  Cormorant  (. Phalacrocorax  brasilianus  07-637),  supported  by  photographs. 
These  additions  bring  the  total  number  of  species  on  the  State  List  to  501.  All  four  of  the 
added  species  also  now  appear  on  the  Review  List.  The  committee  did  not  remove  any 
species  from  the  Review  List  in  2007.  Cassin’s  Kingbird  ( Tyrannus  vociferans ) was  rein- 
stated to  the  Review  List  after  it  was  found  that  one  submission  (06-593)  represented 
the  same  individual  that  had  been  found  previously  that  winter  and  accepted  by  the 
FOSRC  (05-581),  and  thus  did  not  meet  the  criterion  of  10  acceptable  records  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  Review  List.  Although  some  species  have  surpassed  10  acceptable 
records,  particularly  Iceland  Gull  after  the  five  records  accepted  in  this  report,  the  Com- 
mittee feels  that  for  any  species  where  identification  is  difficult  (e.g.,  gulls),  we  should 
continue  to  keep  species  on  the  Review  List. 

All  documentation  reviewed  by  the  FOSRC,  including  descriptions,  photographs,  vid- 
eotapes, audio  recordings,  and  committee  comments,  is  archived  in  the  Ornithology  De- 
partment at  the  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History  (FLMNH),  University  of  Florida, 
Gainesville,  Florida,  and  is  available  for  public  access.  All  observers  are  encouraged  to 
submit  reports  on  Review  listed  species,  and  on  species  potentially  new  to  the  State 
List.  Ideally,  observers  should  record  details  of  plumage,  shape,  size,  behavior,  and  other 
pertinent  information,  in  a timely  fashion  in  the  field.  Reports  to  the  Committee  should 
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provide  all  pertinent  forms  of  documentation,  including  a written  description  of  obser- 
vations, in  the  original  submission.  All  observations  should  be  submitted  on  the  stan- 
dard report  form  available  from  the  Secretary  or  on-line  in  the  FOSRC  web-pages  (see 
link  above).  In  addition  to  uniformity,  the  report  form  provides  the  Committee  and  the 
observer  with  guidelines  to  those  criteria  used  by  the  FOSRC  for  its  evaluation.  Com- 
pleted forms  should  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  FOSRC,  Andrew  W.  Kratter 
(address  above),  email  at  kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu . 

This  report  was  prepared  on  behalf  of  all  members  of  the  FOSRC  serving  during 
2007  when  the  reports  discussed  here  were  evaluated.  The  members  serving  during 
these  reviews  and  their  last  year  of  tenure  were  Fred  E.  Lohrer  (2007),  Mickey  C. 
Wheeler  (2008),  Bill  Pranty  (2009),  Sally  Jue  (2010),  Andrew  W.  Kratter  (2011),  Glen 
E.  Woolfenden  (deceased),  Brace  Anderson  (2012),  and  Mark  Berney  (2013).  See  the 
FOS  website  (above)  for  a list  of  the  current  members  on  the  FOSRC  and  their  ad- 
dresses. 

Contributors  to  this  report:  Mary  Acken  (MA),  Lyn  Atherton  (LA),  Danny  Bales 
(DBa),  Andy  Banker!  (AB),  Mark  Berney  (MB),  Devin  Boslin  (DBo),  Laura  Catterton 
(LC),  Steve  Chalmers  (SC),  Michelle  Davis  (MD),  Robin  Diaz  (RD),  Bob  Duncan  (BD), 
Lucy  Duncan  (LD),  David  Faintich  (DFa),  David  Freeland  (DFr),  Jill  Gaetzi  (JGa),  Colin 
Crier void  (CGj),  Carl  Goodrich  (CGo),  Jeff  Gordon  (JGo),  Jon  Greenlaw  (JGr),  Stephen 
Gross  (SG),  Ron  Hamburger  (RH),  Dean  Jue  (DJ),  Andrew  W.  Kratter  (AK),  Edson  Leite 
(EL),  Larry  Manfredi  (LM),  John  Murphy  (JM),  Bill  Pranty  (BP),  Chris  Rasmussen 
(CR),  Fran  Rutkovsky  (FR),  Ron  Smith  (RS),  Paul  Sykes  (PS),  Bob  Wallace  (BW), 
Mickey  Wheeler  (MWh),  and  Margie  Wilkinson  (MWi). 

Committee  News,  Formats,  and  Terminology 

Committee  news . — During  2007,  the  FOSRC  met  twice,  on  28  January  at  the  Florida 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  Gainesville,  and  on  5 August  at  Archbold  Biological  Sta- 
tion, Lake  Placid.  When  Committee  member  Glen  Woolfenden  passed  away  in  June 
2007,  the  Committee  voted  to  elect  Brace  Anderson,  who  had  formerly  served  on  the 
Committee  as  member  and  Secretary  (1992-1996),  to  finish  Glen’s  term.  At  the  August 
meeting,  FOSRC  member  Fred  Lohrer  reached  his  term  limit  of  seven  years  on  the  com- 
mittee. After  serving  a full  term,  a member  can  not  be  re-nominated  to  serve  again  until 
one  or  more  years  have  passed.  Fred’s  vacancy  was  filled  by  John  Murphy  of  Alligator 
Point. 

Formats  and  terminology. — The  following  accounts  report  on  all  actions  undertaken 
by  the  committee  during  2007,  and  provide  information  on  the  history  of  the  rare  spe- 
cies in  Florida  covered  in  the  accepted  reports.  Additional  information  on  the  quality  of 
the  evidence  available  to  the  committee  and  on  Identification  issues  may  be  found  in  the 
FOS  board  reports  submitted  during  2007  and  available  on-line  (see  above  website). 

We  follow  current  nomenclature  and  sequence  in  the  species  accounts  that  follow 
(AOU  1998  and  subsequent  supplements).  Within  accounts,  reports  on  more  than 
one  submission  on  a species  are  introduced  sequentially  by  the  date  of  receipt.  The 
code  (in  parentheses)  associated  with  each  submitted  report  to  the  committee  (e.g., 
06-601)  is  the  catalog  number  for  the  sighting  or  specimen  report  that  is  logged  into 
an  electronic  catalog  as  it  is  received,  and  refers  to  year  (06-)  followed  by  sequential 
number  (-601),  beginning  with  the  first  entry  in  the  catalog.  The  initials  following 
the  catalog  number  refer  to  one  or  more  contributors  who  supplied  information  to 
the  committee  (see  list  above).  Our  terminology  for  age  largely  follows  the  calendar- 
based  system  outlined  in  Pyle  (1997);  however  we  use  “cycles”  for  gulls,  as  found  in 
Olsen  and  Larsson  (2004).  We  may  use  terms  such  as  “first  fall”  or  “first  winter”,  but 
we  use  “first  year”  instead  of  the  ambiguous  term  “first  summer”  (=  second  calendar 
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summer,  including  the  hatching  summer).  We  normally  do  not  review  subspecies, 
but  on  occasion  we  accept  submissions  on  distinctive,  field-identifiable  subspecies 
whose  taxonomic  rank  may  be  revisited  by  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union.  Our 
use  of  the  words  “report”  and  “record”  to  describe  occurrences  of  species  in  Florida 
follows  Robertson  and  Woolfenden  (1992)  and  the  Field  Observation  Committee  re- 
ports. For  each  species,  the  number  of  records  and  reports  previously  accepted  by  the 
FOSRC  is  detailed.  In  addition,  records  with  specimens  or  photographic  evidence 
prior  to  establishment  of  the  FOSRC  (1983)  are  also  included. 

Abbreviations  used  in  this  report  are:  FOC,  Field  Observations  Committee  (re- 
ports prepared  by  R.  Pranty  since  1992  and  published. in  FFN;  the  convention  “FOC 
[year]”  signifi.es  a species  occurrence  reported  in  a FOC  report  and  year  of  publica- 
tion); MWR,  National  Wildlife  Refuge;  CLC,  Check-list  Committee;  NP,  National 
Park;  UF,  University  of  Florida  (an  acronym  applied  to  catalog  numbers  of  speci- 
mens in  the  FLMNH  collection);  SP,  state  park;  and  subsp.  and  sspp.,  singular  and 
plural  for  subspecies. 


Accepted  Submissions 

CACKLING  GOOSE,  Branta  hutchinsii  (06-601;  AB,  SC)  A small-bodied,  small-billed, 
white-cheeked  goose  observed  by  several  birders  from  4 January- 1 March  2003  in 
Barefoot  Bay,  south  of  Palm  Bay,  in  Brevard  County  At  the  August  2006  meeting  only 
a single  photo  was  available,  in  which  the  small  goose  had  its  head  slightly  turned 
away  from  the  photographer.  The  report  was  tabled  pending  a request  for  other  pho- 
tographs that  provided  a lateral  view  of  the  head.  Since  then,  about  20  new  photos 
were  submitted,  which  gave  numerous  views  of  head  and  bill  proportions  and  com- 
parisons with  a much  larger  Canada  Goose  (B.  canadensis ).  The  photos  show  not  only 
a direct  size  comparison,  but  also  that  the  much  smaller  goose  has  a comparatively 
much  smaller  bill,  a nearly  vertical  forehead  (compared  to  the  larger  goose’s  sloping 
forehead),  shorter  neck,  and  pale  edges  to  wing  coverts.  These  field  marks  are  diag- 
nostic for  Richardson’s  Cackling  Goose  (B.  h.  hutchinsii ),  the  expected  race  in  the 
southeastern  United  States.  There  is  only  one  previously  accepted  record  (a  Decem- 
ber 1956  specimen  from  Wakulla  Co.)  of  this  recently  recognized  species  (Banks  et  al. 
2004)  for  Florida. 

MASKED  DUCK.,  Nomonyx  dominions  (06-617;  DFr,  AB).  Two  birds,  most  likely  fe- 
males, were  observed  6 November-29  December  2006  at  Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard 
Co.  The  first  bird  was  found  by  Beverly  Campbell  on  6 November  and  extensively 
seen  and  photographed  over  the  next  few  weeks.  The  second  bird  was  observed  12- 
19  December.  On  12  December,  an  observer  posted  to  a list-serve  that  the  visitor 
register  a few  days  back  had  indicated  that  two  birds  were  seen.  Photographs  of 
both  birds  together  were  eventually  obtained.  The  Committee  decided  to  treat 
these  sightings  as  a single  submission.  The  photographs  show  small  ducks,  with 
large  bills,  large  flattened  heads,  short  necks,  two  dark  stripes  through  the  face 
separated  by  narrow  pale  stripes,  dark  crowns,  and  backs  mottled  brown  and  buff. 
These  marks  are  diagnostic  for  female  Masked  Duck.  The  FOSRC  has  accepted 
three  previous  reports  (2  photos,  1 sight  report);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and 
Anderson  (1994)  list  11  records  (7  photos  and  4 specimens)  that  have  not  been 
evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

Manx  SHEARWATER,  Puffinus  puffinus  (07-624;  AWK).  An  apparent  female  was  found 
beached  in  Cocoa  Beach,  Brevard  Co.,  on  12  July  2005  and  taken  to  the  Florida  Wild- 
life Hospital  in  Melbourne,  where  it  died  the  same  day.  The  specimen  (UF  45637)  was 
necropsied  at  the  UF  School  of  Veterinary  medicine,  and  then  prepared  at  the 
FLMNH  as  a skin,  spread  wing,  and  partial  skeleton.  The  almost  wholly  white  under- 
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tail  coverts,  larger  size,  and  longer  bill  separate  it  from  the  similar  Audubon’s  Shear- 
water (P  Iherminieri) . The  FOSRC  has  accepted  seven  previous  reports  (2  specimens, 
2 photos,  3 sight  reports);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list  six  speci- 
mens that  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

Red-billed  Tropxcbird,  Phaethon  aethereus  (07-620;  AWK).  A subadult  male  was  found 
beached  in  Boynton  Beach,  Palm  Beach  Co.,  on  19  March  2006  and  brought  to  Folke 
Peterson  Wildlife  Center  in  West  Palm  Beach,  where  it  died  the  same  day.  The  speci- 
men (UF  45217)  was  prepared  as  a skin,  spread  wing,  and  partial  skeleton.  The  bird 
did  not  have  enlarged  testes,  so  was  probably  not  yet  of  breeding  age.  The  specimen 
clearly  shows  black  greater  primary  coverts,  a heavily  barred  back  and  lesser  wing  co- 
verts, fairly  long  central  tails  streamers,  a deep,  reddish-orange  bill,  and  the  black 
mask  wrapping  around  the  nape.  The  FOSRC  has  accepted  five  previous  reports  (1 
specimen,  3 photos,  1 sight  report);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list 
two  specimens  that  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

NEOTROPIC  Cormorant,  Phalacrocorax  brasilianus  (07-637;  CGo).  First  Florida  record. 
This  bird  was  found  and  photographed  by  Carl  Goodrich  at  Boca  Chica,  Monroe  Co., 
on  13  April  2007;  it  was  not  seen  subsequently.  The  photographs  show  two  cormorants 
perched  on  rocks,  ca.  25  m apart.  The  bird  on  the  left  is  clearly  a Double-crested  Cor- 
morant (P.  auritus ),  with  a bright  orange  throat,  large  size,  thick  neck,  and  long  thick 
bill.  The  bird  to  the  right  appears  noticeably  smaller  and  has  a proportionately  nar- 
rower neck  and  thinner  bill;  its  tail  appears  long,  but  this  is  difficult  to  determine. 
This  bird  has  a dark  gular  pouch,  narrowly  edged  in  white.  The  white  tapers  to  a 
point  behind  the  bill  and  under  the  eye.  These  features  identify  the  bird  as  a Neotro- 
pic Cormorant.  The  nearest  populations  of  Neotropic  Cormorant  are  in  Cuba  and  the 
Bahamas  (A.O.U.  1998),  although  it  is  also  possible  that  the  bird  originated  from  pop- 
ulations in  the  western  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  extend  northeast  to  southwest  Louisi- 
ana (A.O.U.  1998). 

ICELAND  GULL,  Larus  glaucoides  (06-594;  BW).  A single  second-winter  bird,  sex  un- 
known, observed  and  photographed  at  the  Tomoka  (-Volusia  County)  Landfill,  Volu- 
sia Co.,  11  February  2006.  This  report  was  originally  tabled  August  2006  (see  Green- 
law and  Kratter  2007).  The  original  file  was  found  to  contain  a photograph  of  a second 
individual  from  the  same  locale  and  date  and  there  was  some  question  at  the  time  of 
the  August  meeting  as  to  which  individual  the  documentation  report  applied.  Parts  of 
the  description  did  not  seem  to  aptly  describe  either  individual,  which  were  both  well- 
photographed.  In  January  2007,  Bob  Wallace  submitted  additional  forms  and  photos 
that  indicated  that  three  Iceland-type  gulls  were  present  in  February-- March  2006  at 
the  landfill.  The  nearly  white,  presumably  second-winter,  bird  kept  the  original 
FOSRC  number,  while  the  two  other  gulls  were  given  new  numbers  (07-621  and  07- 
622).  The  small  dove-like  head  and  delicate  mostly  dark  bill,  pale  plumage,  long 
wings,  pale  gray  new  feathers  in  the  mantle,  and  dusky  centers  to  primaries  confirm 
the  Identification  as  L.  g.  kumlieni,  the  expected  race  in  Florida.  The  FOSRC  has  ac- 
cepted four  previous  reports  (all  supported  by  photos);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and 
Anderson  (1994)  list  four  records  (1  specimen  and  3 photos)  that  have  not  been  eval- 
uated by  the  FOSRC. 

ICELAND  Gull,  Lams  glaucoides  (07-621;  BW).  A first-cycle  bird  photographed  at  the  To- 
moka (-  Volusia  County)  Landfill,  Daytona  Beach,  Volusia  Co.,  on  12  February  2006. 
A photograph  of  this  bird  was  originally  submitted  as  part  of  06-594  (see  above),  but 
proved  to  be  a first-cycle  bird  (probably  male  given  the  relatively  large  bill),  whereas 
the  bird  in  06-594  is  a much  paler  second-cycle  bird.  Additional  photographs  were 
submitted  for  the  second  round  of  discussion.  The  long-primary  extension,  pale  brown 
wing  tips,  small  head  and  bill,  pale  tail,  and  checkered  pale  brown  and  white  wing  co- 
verts are  diagnostic  for  L.  g.  kumlieni,  the  expected  race  in  Florida.  The  FOSRC  has 
accepted  five  previous  reports  (all  supported  by  photos,  including  the  one  above);  in 
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addition,  Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list  four  records  (1  specimen  and  3 photos) 
that  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

ICELAND  Gull , Larus  glaucoides  (07-622;  BWj.  This  probable  second-cycle  bird  was  pho- 
tographed at  the  Tomoka  (=Volusia  County)  Landfill,  Daytona  Beach,  Volusia  Co.,  on 
4 March  2006,  After  Bob  Wallace  was  notified  that  his  record  was  not  accepted,  he  re- 
plied that  the  tail  and  primary  patterns,  though  dark,  fell  outside  the  range  of 
Thayer’s  Gull  and  were  within  the  range  of  “Kumlien’s”  Gull.  With  the  recent  publi- 
cation of  Howell  and  Dunn  (2007)  and  further  considerations  of  the  photographs 
along  with  reference  to  Olsen  and  Larsson  (2004),  we  reopened  this  record  for  consid- 
eration at  the  August  meeting.  This  bird,  quite  dark  for  a second-cycle  Kumlien’s, 
shows  extensive  white  barring  in  the  rectrices,  white  primary  edges  gradually  blend- 
ing with  darker  centers,  and  white  marbling  in  the  dark  centers  of  the  tertials  typical 
of  a dark  Iceland  “Kumlien’s”  Gull.  The  FOSRC  has  accepted  six  previous  reports  (all 
supported  by  photos,  including  the  two  above);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and  Anderson 
(1994)  list  four  records  (1  specimen  and  3 photos)  that  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the 
FOSRC. 

ICELAND  Gull,  Larus  glaucoides  (07-623;  LC).  A first-  (perhaps  second-)  cycle  bird  of 
unknown  sex  photographed  at  the  Perdido  Landfill,  Cantonment,  Escambia  Co., 
onl3  January  2007.  A very  similar  bird  was  seen  the  previous  day  earlier  in  south- 
eastern Alabama  (L.  Duncan,  in  litt.).  The  long  primary  projection,  small  head 
and  bill,  and  pale  plumage  are  diagnostic  for  Iceland  Gull.  The  wholly  dark  bill 
and  the  pale  plumage  suggests  a first-cycle  bird  of  the  nominate  subsp.;  however, 
this  subsp.  is  not  known  to  occur  south  of  Canada  (Howell  and  Dunn  2007)  and  the 
palest  winged  first-cycle  L.  g.  kumlieni  may  not  be  separable  from  L.  g.  glaucoides 
(Howell  and  Dunn  2007).  The  FOSRC  has  accepted  seven  previous  reports  (all 
supported  by  photos,  including  the  three  above);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and 
Anderson  (1994)  list  four  records  (1  specimen  and  3 photos)  that  have  not  been 
evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

ICELAND  Gull,  Larus  glaucoides  (07-643;  BW).  A second-cycle  bird  photographed  at 
Ponce  Inlet,  Volusia  Co.,  on  April  2007.  This  is  a very  bleached,  nearly  all  white  gull, 
a bit  bigger  than  a nearby  adult  Ring-billed  Gull  (L.  delaw arensis).  The  bird  show  typ- 
ical proportions  of  an  Iceland  or  Thayer’s  Gull,  with  a small  bill,  round  head,  long 
body,  and  long  primary  extension.  The  all-white  primaries  fit  Iceland  Gull.  A few  pale 
gray  feathers  in  the  mantle  and  the  pink  base  to  the  bill  suggest  a second-cycle  indi- 
vidual. Although  the  bill  seems  bulky  for  some  Iceland  Gulls,  the  worn  head  plumage 
may  make  the  head  appear  smaller,  and  thus  the  bill  larger.  The  FOSRC  has  accepted 
eight  previous  reports  (all  supported  by  photos,  including  the  4 above);  in  addition, 
Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list  four  records  (1  specimen  and  3 photos)  that  have 
not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

HAMMOND’S  Flycatcher,  Empidonax  hammondii  (06-615;  BW,  LA).  First  State  record. 
This  unknown  sex/unknown  age  bird  was  found  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park,  Pinellas  Co.,  on 
the  afternoon  of  30  October  2006,  but  was  not  identified  or  documented  until  the  next 
day,  when  several  birders  saw  it,  and  several  photographs  were  taken  by  Lyn  Ather- 
ton and  Bob  Wallace.  The  excellent  series  of  photos  show  a small,  very  short-billed 
Empidonax,  with  greenish  back,  whitish  throat,  broken  white  eyering  expanding 
slightly  behind  the  eye,  relatively  long  primary  projection  with  long  “step  between  2nd 
and  3rd  visible  primaries,  and  mostly  dark  mandible.  Calls  were  described  as  a high- 
pitched  “peep”  or  “peek.”  This  combination  of  characters  rule  out  similar  Empidonax 
species. 

HAMMOND’S  Flycatcher,  Empidonax  hammondii  (07-627;  JGo,  DBa,  AB).  This  bird  was 
found  at  the  Hal  Scott  Regional  Preserve,  Orange  Co.,  by  Jeff  Gordon  on  28  January 
2007.  It  remained  at  least  until  2 March  2007  and  was  seen  by  many  observers.  Al- 
though no  vocalizations  were  described  or  recorded,  the  extraordinarily  high-resolu- 
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tion  photographs  allowed  the  Committee  to  determine  identification  through  a suite 
of  field-marks.  In  particular,  the  bird  showed:  an  olive  back  with  a slightly  more  gray- 
ish head;  a whitish  throat;  a small  bill  with  straight,  not  convex,  sides;  a near  com- 
plete whitish  eyering,  that  flared  somewhat  behind  the  eye;  the  primary  tips  on  the 
perched  birds  showed  a large  gap  between  pp  6-7  instead  of  a more  equal  gaps  be- 
tween the  exposed  pp;  and  emargination  of  p6.  This  is  the  second  record  for  Florida; 
the  other  was  found  the  previous  fall  (06-615,  see  above). 

TROPICAL/COUCH’S  Kingbird,  Tyrannus  melancholicus  / couchii  (07-640;  EL).  This 
bird  was  seen  by  two  people  and  photographed  at  Mahogany  Hammock,  Ever- 
glades NP,  Miami-Dade  Co.,  on  8 May  2007.  The  observers  heard  no  vocalizations, 
which  are  the  only  reliable  means  for  differentiating  Tropical  and  Couch’s  King- 
birds in  the  field  (Sibley  2000);  the  species  also  differ  by  wing  formula  and  bill 
length  (Pyle  1997).  The  photographs  show  a large-billed,  yellow-bellied  kingbird, 
with  a dark  mask,  a white  throat,  and  an  unmarked,  notched  tail.  The  plumage 
and  bill  proportions  are  consistent  with  both  Tropical  and  Couch’s  Kingbirds,  al- 
though the  large  bill  is  a better  fit  for  Tropical  Kingbird  (Pyle  1997).  The  Commit- 
tee unanimously  accepted  the  record  as  a Tropical/Couch’s  Kingbird,  but  did  not 
accept  it  as  a Tropical  Kingbird.  There  are  five  accepted  records  with  photographs 
plus  one  accepted  sight  report  of  Tropical  Kingbird  for  Florida;  there  are  three 
FOSRC  accepted  records  (with  photographs)  of  Couch’s  Kingbird  in  Florida,  but 
none  have  been  supported  by  recordings  of  vocalizations.  Couch’s  Kingbird  was 
thus  not  included  by  Robertson  and  Woolfenden  (1992)  on  their  list  of  Verified  Spe- 
cies, and  thus  the  species  is  not  on  the  Official  State  List  of  the  Birds  of  Florida  as 
compiled  by  the  FOSRC. 

Loggerhead  Kingbird,  Tyrannus  caudifasciatus  (07-632;  CGo,  MB,  LM,  AB,  RH, 
MWi,  DBo,  PS,  JGr).  First  State  and  continental  record.  This  bird  was  found  by 
Carl  Goodrich  at  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  Historic  SP,  Key  West,  Monroe  Co.,  on  8 
March  2007  and  remained  until  26  March  2007.  Observers  submitted  16  photos,  a 
CD  including  audio/video,  FOSRC  forms  from  seven  observers,  field  notes  from 
two  observers,  and  detailed  descriptions  and  analyses  of  subspecies.  The  photo- 
graphs (see  also  cover  of  North  American  Birds,  2007,  vol.  61,  issue  3)  clearly  show 
a white-bellied,  dark-backed  kingbird,  with  a long  relatively  narrow  bill.  The  long 
bill,  big  head,  and  short  wings  eliminate  Eastern  Kingbird  (T.  tyrannus).  The  en- 
tire head  is  black,  contrasting  with  the  dark  brown  mantle,  unlike  the  Gray  King- 
bird ( 7 ! dominicensis).  The  rather  spike-like  bill  is  less  wide  and  deep,  and  less 
arched,  than  that  of  Giant  Kingbird  (T.  cuhensis).  Vocalizations  obtained  of  the 
Key  West  bird  were  also  diagnostic  for  Loggerhead  Kingbird.  The  Committee,  us- 
ing J.  S.  Greenlaw’s  analysis  of  geographic  variation  in  the  species  (in  litt.),  deter- 
mined that  the  bird  probably  originated  from  the  population  on  mainland  Cuba  (T. 
c.  caudifasciatus ) or  Isle  of  Youth  (71  c.  flavescens),  as  the  subsp.  from  the  Baha- 
mas (T.  c.  hahamensis ) is  more  yellow  below,  those  from  Puerto  Rico  (7!  c.  taylori ) 
and  Hispaniola  (7!  c.  gabbii)  do  not  have  a pale  tail  tip,  the  subsp.  from  the  Cay- 
man Islands  (T.  c.  caymanensis ) is  more  olive  backed,  and  the  subsp.  from  Jamaica 
(T.  c.  jamaicensis)  has  a darker  back  and  more  distinct  white  tail  tip.  The  subsp. 
from  Isle  of  Pines  differs  from  the  Cuban  subsp.  by  its  subtly  more  olive  back  and 
more  yellow  underwing  linings. 

This  species  has  had  a convoluted  history  on  the  Official  State  List  of  Florida.  A bird  pho- 
tographed at  Islamorada,  Monroe  Co.,  December  1971- January  1972  was  accepted  by 
Robertson  and  Woolfenden  (1992),  as  were  three  other  photographs  in  the  1970s. 
Bond  considered  the  first  bird  to  represent  a Giant  Kingbird  (in  litt.,  cited  from 
Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994).  Smith  et  al.  (2000)  reviewed  the  records  of  the  Log- 
gerhead Kingbird  from  Florida,  and  it  determined  that  none  conclusively  established 
the  species  for  the  State.  The  FOSRC  removed  Loggerhead  Kingbird  from  the  list  in 
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2003  (Bowman  and  Greenlaw  2006),  as  did  the  ABA-CLC  in  2002  and  the  AOU-CLC 

in  2002  (Banks  et  al.  2002). 

THICK-BILLED  Vireo,  Vireo  crassirostris  (06-613;  CR,  JGa,  SG).  This  bird  of  unknown  age 
or  sex  was  seen  over  the  course  of  several  hours  by  a handful  of  birders  at  Fort  De 
Soto  Park,  Pinellas  Co.,  on  12  October  2006.  This  is  the  first  report  of  Thick-billed 
Vireo  in  Florida  from  outside  southeastern  Florida  and  the  Florida  Keys.  The  Com- 
mittee received  three  written  reports  (FOSRC  forms),  but  no  photographs  were 
taken.  Photographs  taken  the  following  day  attributed  to  this  individual  on  birding 
list-serves  (e.g.,  Florida  Birds  and  BrdBrains)  were  shown  to  be  hatch-year  White- 
eyed Vireos  (Vireo  griseus),  which  have  dark  eyes.  The  Committee  felt  that  the  details 
provided  on  two  other  forms  ruled  out  White-eyed  Vireo,  noting  the  facial  pattern 
(yellow  lores,  broken  white  eyering),  the  buffy  yellow  breast,  the  thick  and  deep  bill, 
and  the  dark  eyes.  The  one  vote  to  not  accept  represented  a member’s  view  that  such 
a unique  report  should  be  documented  by  verifiable  evidence.  Descriptions  of  vocal- 
izations, included  in  only  one  of  the  forms,  were  not  detailed  enough  to  differentiate 
the  prolonged  scold  notes  of  Thick-billed,  from  the  much  shorter  scolds  of  White-eyed. 
The  FOSRC  has  accepted  eight  previous  reports  (3  photos,  2 audio  recordings,  3 sight 
reports). 

NORTHERN  WHEATEAR,  Oenanthe  oenanthe  (07-614;  AB,  MWh).  This  hatch-year  bird,  of 
unknown  sex,  was  found  by  Sonny  Bass  on  Research  Road,  Everglades  NP,  Miami- 
Dade  Co.  on  13  September  2006.  Over  the  next  10  days  (until  23  September)  it  was 
seen  by  100s  of  observers,  with  many  photographs  posted  to  birding  list-serves  13-23 
September  2006.  The  Committee,  however,  received  only  two  FOSRC  forms  with  pho- 
tos, one  from  an  FOSRC  committee  member.  Another  committee  member  had  video 
footage,  which  is  added  to  the  submitted  material.  The  photograph  and  video  showed 
diagnostic  field-marks,  including  its  long  legs  and  wings,  upright  posture,  brownish 
color,  long  white  supercilium,  buffy  breast,  buff-edged  secondaries  and  tertials,  and 
white  upper-  and  undertail  coverts  and  tail  base.  These  marks  collectively  rule  out 
other  migratory  members  of  Oenanthe  (Desert  Wheatear,  O.  deserti , and  Isabelline 
Wheatear,  O.  isabellina),  none  of  which  have  ever  strayed  to  the  New  World.  The 
FOSRC  has  accepted  three  previous  reports  (1  photo,  2 sight  reports);  in  addition, 
Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list  two  records  (one  supported  by  a specimen,  the 
other  by  a photo)  that  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

NORTHERN  Wheatear,  Oenanthe  oenanthe  (06-618;  CGj).  This  bird,  a female  probably 
in  its  first  year,  was  found  by  Syd  Crawford  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP,  Pinellas  Co., 
on  25  September  2006.  It  was  seen  by  two  birders;  the  Committee  received  a 
FOSRC  form  and  photographs  from  one  observer.  It  was  not  seen  subsequently. 
This  bird  was  found  just  two  days  after  the  bird  in  the  previous  account  (06-614; 
see  above)  was  last  seen  in  the  Everglades,  and  in  roughly  the  same  plumage. 
However,  the  Committee  felt  that  given  the  record  number  of  wheatears  reported 
this  fall  in  northeast  North  America  (ca.  43)  and  that  Honeymoon  Island  is  in  the 
wrong  direction  from  the  Everglades  for  a fall  (=south-bound)  migrant,  these  were 
likely  different  birds.  The  photographs  showed  diagnostic  field-marks  of  Northern 
Wheatear,  including  its  long  legs  and  wings,  upright  posture,  brownish  color,  long 
white  supercilium,  buffy  breast,  buff  edged  secondaries  and  tertials,  and  white 
upper-  and  undertail  coverts.  The  FOSRC  has  accepted  four  previous  reports  (2 
photos,  including  the  one  above,  and  2 sight  reports);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and 
Anderson  (1994)  list  two  records  (one  supported  by  a specimen,  the  other  by  a 
photo)  that  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC. 

BlCKNELL’S  THRUSH,  Catharus  hicknelli  (07-641;  MD,  RD).  Eight  photographs  and  one 
FOSRC  form  were  submitted  for  this  record,  which  consisted  of  two  birds  that  were 
mist-netted  and  measured  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP,  Key  Biscayne,  Miami-Dade 
Co.,  on  12  May  2007.  The  lower  mandible  of  each  bird  was  extensively  yellow  (>  half 
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the  length)  in  both  birds,  characteristic  of  Bicknell’s  Thrush.  The  wing  chords  of  both 
individuals  (89.5  mm  in  one,  87.6  mm  in  the  other)  were  below  the  range  reported  for 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  (C.  minimus , 93-109  mm;  Pyle  1997).  A third  bird  may  have 
been  present  the  same  day,  as  the  song  of  Bicknell’s  Thrush  was  heard  at  the  same  lo- 
cale some  distance  from  where  the  other  two  were  caught  (M.  Wheeler,  pers.  comm.). 
Only  two  previous  Florida  records  of  Bicknell’s  Thrush  have  been  reviewed  by  the 
FOSRC;  both  birds  were  mist-netted  in  Key  Largo  (Monroe  Co.),  also  in  the  spring  (8 
and  11  May  2004;  Bowman  and  Greenlaw  2006).  In  addition,  there  are  four  speci- 
mens from  Florida  that  have  not  undergone  FOSRC  review  (Woolfenden  and  Green- 
law 2005). 

WHITE  Wagtail,  Motacilla  alba  (07-634;  DFa,  BP).  This  bird,  the  first  State  record,  was 
documented  with  video,  photographs,  and  FOSRC  forms.  It  was  discovered  at  Moon 
Lake  Park,  Pasco  Co.,  on  18  May  2007  by  David  Faintich  and  two  other  birders  from 
Missouri,  who  were  able  to  videotape  the  bird,  and  alerted  local  birders  to  its  pres- 
ence; it  was  seen  through  22  March  2007.  A paper  describing  the  record  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Florida  Field  Naturalist  (Pranty  2007).  The  photographs  and  video 
clearly  show  a White  Wagtail.  The  bird  is  in  first  alternate  plumage,  and  identifiable 
to  subsp.  M.  a.  alba,  based  on  its  gray  back,  black  chin  and  throat,  lack  of  a black  eye- 
line, sharply  contrasting  paler  gray  back,  and  expansive  white  in  the  head  (Alstrom 
and  Mild  2003,  Pranty  2007).  The  eastern  form  of  alba  (“ dukhunensis ,”  often  consid- 
ered a separate  subsp.)  can  be  ruled  out  by  its  broader  white  wing-bars  that  some- 
times form  a wing-panel  (Alstrom  and  Mild  2003).  Thus,  the  Moon  Lake  Park  White 
Wagtail  was  of  the  western  form  of  alba,  which  breeds  in  Iceland,  Greenland,  and 
across  continental  Europe,  and  winters  from  continental  Europe  to  northern  Africa 
(Alstrom  and  Mild  2003,  Pranty  2007). 

KlRTLAND’S  WARBLER,  Dendroica  kirtlandii  (07-642;  LA).  This  record  is  based  on  photo- 
graphs taken  by  Lyn  Atherton,  (archived  at:  http://listserv.admin.usf.edu/archives/ 
brdbrain.html);  no  FOSRC  form  was  submitted.  The  bird  was  found  at  Fort  De  Soto 
Park,  Pinellas  Co.,  on  10  May  2005  by  John  Hintermister  and  others  and  was  not  seen 
on  subsequent  days.  The  photographs  show  a bulky  Dendroica  warbler,  with  a gray 
head,  white  eye  crescents,  black-striped  gray  back,  indistinct  white-edged  wing  co- 
verts, yellow  underparts  streaked  black  laterally,  and  white  vent  diagnostic  for  Kirt- 
land’s  Warbler.  The  lack  of  black  in  the  face,  gray  head  and  face,  and  suffusion  of 
brown  in  the  back  indicate  an  after-second-year  female  (Dunn  and  Garrett  1997).  The 
FOSRC  has  accepted  three  previous  reports  (1  photo  and  2 sight  reports);  in  addition, 
Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list  a specimen  that  has  not  been  evaluated  by  the 
FOSRC.  All  five  of  these  reports  have  been  coastal. 

Kirtland’S  Warbler,  Dendroica  kirtlandii  (07-648;  RS).  This  bird  was  found  at  Se- 
bastian Inlet  SP,  Indian  River  Co.,  by  David  Simpson  late  on  10  May,  and  seen  by 
several  other  birders  on  11-12  May,  when  photographed  by  Ron  Smith  (photos  ar- 
chived at:  http://listserv.admin.usf.edu/archives/brdbrain.html).  No  FOSRC  form 
has  been  received.  The  one  photograph  shows  a large-bodied  Dendroica  warbler, 
with  a gray  head  with  indistinct  dark  streaks,  white  eye  crescents,  indistinct 
white-edged  wing  coverts,  and  yellow  underparts  streaked  black  laterally.  The 
lack  of  black  in  the  face  and  gray  head  and  face  indicate  an  after-second-year  fe- 
male (Dunn  and  Garrett  1997).  The  FOSRC  has  accepted  four  previous  reports  (2 
photos,  including  the  one  above,  and  2 sight  reports);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and 
Anderson  (1994)  list  a specimen  that  has  not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC.  All 
six  of  these  reports  have  been  coastal. 

Spotted  Towhee,  Pipilo  maculatus  (07-633;  JM,  AB).  Six  photos  and  two  FOSRC 
forms  were  submitted  for  this  second  State  record.  The  bird  was  found  by  John 
Murphy  in  his  yard  at  Alligator  Point,  Franklin  Co.,  on  10  March  2007,  and  sub- 
sequently seen  through  24  April  by  dozens  of  observers.  The  photographs  are  di- 
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agnostic,  showing  a “Rufous-sided”  Towhee,  with  obvious  white  markings  on  the 
back,  scapulars,  and  wing  coverts.  The  extent  of  white  spotting  indicates  that  this 
is  one  of  the  interior  sspp.  group  of  Spotted  Towhee  (Pyle  1997),  though  it  would  be 
difficult  to  identify  the  sex  or  subsp.  within  this  group  without  a specimen.  The 
most  likely  subsp.  in  Florida  is  P m.  arcticus,  the  northernmost  and  most  migra- 
tory of  the  interior  group  of  sspp.  (Pyle  1997);  the  previous  record  in  Florida  was 
a specimen  of  P.  m.  arcticus,  collected  14  December  1967  in  Franklin  Co.  (Steven- 
son and  Anderson  1994). 

LAZULI  Bunting,  Passerina  amoena  (07-636;  MA).  Two  photographs  and  one  FOSRC 
form  were  submitted  for  this  record.  The  bird  was  found  by  Mary  Acken  in  her 
yard  at  2624  Westminster  Terrace,  Oviedo,  Seminole  Co.  on  4 April  2007  and  seen 
the  following  day.  The  two  photographs  show  an  alternate-plumage  male,  with 
pale  blue  head  and  back,  dull  orange  chest,  white  belly,  and  large  bright  white 
edges  to  the  greater  and  median  wing  coverts,  creating  two  distinct  wing  bars.  The 
brown  suffusion  to  the  upperparts  indicates  that  the  bird  is  in  its  second  calendar 
year  (Pyle  1997).  The  FOSRC  has  accepted  five  reports:  the  first  was  photo- 
graphed in  March-April  1977  in  Sharpes  (Brevard  Co.),  the  second  was  photo- 
graphed in  March  1991  in  Ponte  Vedra  Beach  (St.  John  Co.),  the  third  was  photo- 
graphed March-April  2001  in  Ft.  Pierce  (St.  Lucie  Co.),  and  the  fourth  was 
photographed  in  April  2002  at  Fort  De  Soto  (Pinellas  Co.).  Two  sight  reports  have 
also  been  accepted  by  the  FOSRC  (March  1991  in  Alachua  Co.  and  December  1991 
in  Palm  Beach  Co.). 

Western  Meadowlark,  Sturnella  neglecta  (07-625;  BD,  LD,  BW).  This  singing  bird  was 
found  and  photographed  by  Bob  Duncan  along  Pelt  Road,  west  of  SR  97  in  Escambia 
Co.,  on  19  February;  it  was  seen  through  21  February  and  also  photographed  by  Bob 
Wallace.  Three  FOSRC  forms  along  with  one  series  of  photographs  were  submitted. 
Descriptions  of  the  vocalizations  include  the  richer  more  complex  vocalizations  typi- 
cal of  Western  Meadowlark  (but  Eastern  Meadowlark,  S.  magna,  can  apparently 
learn  the  wrong  song,  Sibley  2000).  The  photographs  show  the  paler  back,  whiter 
flanks,  washed-out  facial  pattern,  and  yellow  malar  diagnostic  for  Western.  The  spe- 
cies was  previously  known  from  Florida  from  four  specimens,  all  taken  before  1980 
(Robertson  and  Woolfenden  1992,  Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994),  which  the  FOSRC 
has  not  evaluated. 

BULLOCK’S  Oriole,  Icterus  bullockii  (07-628;  FR,  MB,  DJ).  A FOSRC  form  and  photo- 
graphs were  submitted  for  this  record,  which  visited  Fran  Rutkovsky’s  yard  at  3210 
Brookforest  Dr.,  Tallahassee,  Leon  Co.,  from  19  December  2006  to  13  April  2007.  This 
bird,  an  after-hatch-year/after-second-year  female,  was  visiting  the  same  feeder  as 
had  a hatch-year/second-year  female  the  previous  year  (06-607,  accepted,  Greenlaw 
and  Kratter  2005).  Although  there  is  a strong  probability  that  this  is  the  same  bird  as 
in  winter  2005-2006,  the  Committee  decided  to  treat  the  record  as  new.  The  pale  yel- 
low throat  and  supercilium  lacked  the  orange  tones  found  in  after-hatch-year/ after- 
second-year  female  Baltimore  Orioles  (/.  galbula,  Pyle  1997).  The  saw-tooth  pattern 
of  white  edges  to  the  median  upperwing  coverts  also  indicates  Bullock’s  Oriole.  This 
is  the  seventh  confirmed  record  of  Bullock’s  Oriole  for  Florida  (Pranty  et  al.  2005, 
Greenlaw  and  Kratter  2007). 

Reports  Not  Accepted 

COMMON  MERGANSER,  Mergus  merganser  (06-619).  18  December  2006.  Merritt  Island 
NWR,  Brevard  Co.  This  was  a report  of  a brief  sighting  of  a fly-by  male  in  alternate 
plumage.  A FOSRC  form  was  submitted  by  one  of  the  three  observers.  The  Committee 
was  skeptical  because  the  field  marks  provided  (e.g.,  color  of  underwing  coverts,  bill 
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depth)  seemed  more  detailed  than  possible  under  the  viewing  conditions.  A few  char- 
acters, such  the  head  color,  were  not  noted  or  provided.  As  there  has  not  been  a veri- 
fiable record  of  this  species  in  Florida  since  1980  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994),  the 
Committee  felt  that  a sight  report  would  have  to  be  extremely  persuasive  to  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Yellow-nosed  Albatross,  Thalassarche  chlororhynchos  (07-630).  10  June  2004.  6 
miles  south  of  Pensacola  Beach,  Escambia  Co.  The  Committee  received  a written  de- 
scription of  this  bird  from  a single  observer.  This  bird  was  seen  for  ca.15  minutes  at 
close  range  (ca.  10  feet)  from  a fishing  boat,  but  without  binoculars.  The  bird  was  only 
briefly  described,  and  some  characters,  particularly  “the  upper  mandible  was  yellow,” 
the  “black  tail  band,”  and  the  “undersides  of  the  wing  were  white  with  black  trailing 
edge”  do  not  fit  any  albatross.  It  was  felt  by  some  committee  members  that  the  ob- 
server may  have  meant  that  the  culmen  ridge  was  yellow,  that  the  entire  tail  was 
dark,  and  that  the  leading  edge  of  the  underwing  was  also  edged  black.  As  more  than 
three  years  had  passed  since  the  observation,  we  felt  that  the  observation  could  not  be 
accepted  as  presented.  There  are  three  previously  accepted  records  of  Yellow-nosed 
Albatross  for  Florida  (Robertson  and  Woolfenden  1992,  Stevenson  and  Anderson 
1994).  In  addition,  a sight  report  off  Lake  Worth  Pier,  Palm  Beach  Co.,  in  January 
1995  was  accepted  to  genus  only  (. Diomedea  sp.,  sensu  lato,  including  all  members  of 
the  family). 

RED-NECKED  Grebe , Podiceps  grisegena  (07-631).  4 February  2007.  Joe’s  Bayou,  Destin, 
Okaloosa  Co.  We  received  a FOSRC  form  for  this  report  from  a single  observer.  The 
description  was  very  brief,  mainly  comparing  a few  field-marks  to  Horned  Grebe  ( P. 
auritus)  and  Eared  Grebe  (P.  nigricollis).  The  description  mentioned  larger  size  (than 
Horned  Grebe),  the  dark  neck  and  sides  of  face,  and  “light”  bill.  The  description  did 
not  describe  the  bird  otherwise,  or  even  mention  how  the  bird  was  determined  to  be  a 
grebe.  Most  importantly,  the  description  does  not  mention  the  pale  crescent  at  the 
rear  of  the  face  of  a Red-necked  Grebe,  or  distinguish  the  bird  from  a Western  Grebe 
(Aechmophorus  occidentalis).  There  are  only  two  previously  accepted  reports  of  Red- 
necked Grebe  for  Florida,  one  photographed  in  Gulf  Breeze  (Santa  Rosa  Co.),  Decem- 
ber 2000,  and  a sight  report,  also  from  Gulf  Breeze,  in  January  2001. 

Red-billed  Tropicbird,  Phaethon  aethereus  (06-608).  3 July  2006.  About  8 mi.  south- 
east of  Key  Biscayne,  Miami-Dade  Co.  The  documentation  record  for  this  subadult 
contained  four  photographs,  a written  description  and  analysis,  a provocative  evalu- 
ation of  discriminating  field-marks  that  separate  young  Red-billed  and  White-tailed 
(R  lepturus ) tropicbirds,  and  remarks  from  online  commentators.  The  submission  was 
tabled  at  the  August  2006  meeting  so  that  specimens  could  be  examined.  At  the  Jan- 
uary 2007  meeting,  we  used  the  reference  collection  at  the  FLMNH  to  examine  the 
characters  purported  to  diagnose  this  individual  as  a Red-billed  Tropicbird  from  the 
photographs  provided,  particularly  the  degree  to  which  the  black  primary  upperwing 
coverts  can  be  seen  from  ventral  views,  the  size  of  the  bill,  and  the  pattern  of  black 
and  white  on  the  outer  primaries.  We  felt  that  the  overcast  skies  when  the  photo- 
graphs were  taken  did  not  provide  ample  back-lighting  to  distinguish  whether  the  up- 
per primary  coverts  were  dark  or  white.  With  the  ventral  angle  of  the  photographs, 
we  could  not  adequately  gauge  the  depth  of  the  bill.  Close  examination  of  the  sharpest 
wing  photograph  in  the  set  (#1525,  left  wing),  as  both  a positive  and  negative  image, 
showed  a narrow  whitish  tip  to  primaries  8-9,  with  primaries  6-7  more  broadly  tipped 
white,  contrary  to  a statement  in  the  report  that  it  had  “all  black  primary  tips.”  With 
a series  of  Red-billed  (n  = 4)  and  White-tailed  (n  = 15),  including  spread  wings  from 
each,  we  found  that  both  species  have  white  tips  to  primaries  8-9  when  fresh  (juvenile 
White-tailed  more),  but  that  on  many  individuals  of  both  species,  the  white  tends  to 
wear  off,  leaving  black  tips  to  primaries  8-9.  Therefore,  none  of  these  characters  un- 
ambiguously identifies  this  individual  as  Red-billed  Tropicbird.  The  FOSRC  has  ac- 
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cepted  five  previous  reports  (1  specimen,  3 photos,  1 sight  report);  in  addition,  Steven- 
son and  Anderson  (1994)  list  two  specimens  that  have  not  been  evaluated  by  the 
FOSRC. 

THAYER’S  Gull,  Lams  thayeri  (07-644).  11  January  2007.  Tomoka  (=Volusia  County) 
Landfill,  Daytona  Beach,  Volusia  Co.  Seven  photographs  and  a FOSRC  form  were 
submitted  for  this  well  documented  record.  The  photographs  show  the  typical  propor- 
tions and  plumage  of  a first-cycle  Iceland  or  Thayer’s  Gull,  with  a small  all-black  bill, 
round  head,  long  body,  and  long  primary  extension.  The  primaries  are  largely  dark 
grayish  brown  suggesting  Thayer’s  Gull.  However,  the  tail  band  is  not  solid,  with 
paler  areas  within  in  the  brown,  a pale  subterminal  band,  and  extensive  white  bar- 
ring in  the  outer  rectrices.  In  addition,  the  tertials  have  white  marbling  within  the 
dark  centers,  the  dark  secondaries  do  not  show  a strong  contrast  with  the  greater  co- 
verts (thus,  no  well  defined  “secondary  bar”),  and  the  dark  centers  of  the  outer  prima- 
ries blend  gradually  into  the  white  primary  edges  instead  of  a sharply  dark  and  white 
contrast.  These  four  features  all  point  to  some  introgression  of  “Kumlien’s”  Iceland 
Gull  into  this  otherwise  typical  Thayer’s  Gull.  The  Committee  felt  that  this  bird  was 
most  likely  a hybrid  of  Kumlien’s  and  Thayer’s  Gull,  a known  hybrid  combination 
(Olsen  and  Larsson  2004,  Howell  and  Dunn  2007).  There  are  only  10  previous  reports 
of  Thayer’s  Gull  in  Florida,  one  specimen  and  six  records  with  photographs  from  be- 
fore 1984  (and  not  reviewed  by  the  FOSRC),  but  only  three  birds  accepted  by  the 
FOSRC  since:  a bird  photographed  in  March  1985  in  Broward  Co.,  a sight  report  from 
Broward  Co.  in  January  1999,  and  a bird  photographed  in  November  2001  in  Pinellas 
Co. 

White-winged  Tern,  Chlidonias  leucopterus  (07-638).  27  April  2007.  Campbell  Lake, 
Topsail  Hill  Preserve  SP,  Santa  Rosa  Beach,  Walton  Co.  A single  FOSRC  form  was 
submitted  for  this  report,  a first  for  Florida.  The  bird  was  seen  by  two  observers,  from 
ca.  100  m in  lOx  binoculars  for  15  minutes.  The  flight  behavior  seems  appropriate  for 
the  genus  Chlidonias,  and  the  field-marks  noted  suggest  White-winged  Tern.  How- 
ever, the  Committee  felt  that  the  distance  involved  was  too  great  to  allow  confirma- 
tion of  the  identification.  This  species  occurs  casually  along  the  coast  of  northeastern 
North  America  (A.O.U.  1998),  with  records  as  far  south  as  South  Carolina  (http:// 
www.carohnabirdclub.org/brc/checklist_ofJ3outluCarolina_birds.html). 

SOUTH  Polar  Skua,  Stercorarius  maccormicki  (07-639).  25  May  2007.  New  Smyrna 
Beach,  Volusia  Co.  Three  photographs  and  a FOSRC  form  were  submitted  of  this 
bird,  seen  by  a single  observer.  Two  of  the  photographs  show  a very  dark  Sterco- 
rarius skua/jaeger  standing  over  a Ring-billed  Gull  (L.  delawarensis ) that  it  ap- 
parently had  killed;  the  third  photograph  shows  the  bird  flying  away  from  the  ob- 
server. Although  the  photographs  show  extensive  white  at  the  base  of  all  the 
primaries,  consistent  with  South  Polar  Skua  or  Brown  Skua  (S.  chilensis ),  none 
adequately  show  wing  width  or  tail  length,  features  that  are  diagnostic  for  sepa- 
rating skuas  from  jaegers.  Some  Committee  members  felt  that  photos  could  not 
eliminate  a dark-type  Pomarine  Jaeger  (S.  pomarinus),  based  on  brown  mottling 
in  body  and  nape,  and  bicolored  legs.  Other  Committee  members  thought  that  the 
bird  appeared  to  have  a larger  bill  and  more  white  in  the  primaries  than  jaegers, 
and  was  probably  a skua.  However,  separating  dark  Brown  and  South  Polar  skuas 
is  very  difficult  (Olsen  and  Larsson  1997),  and  the  photographs  do  not  lend 
enough  detail  to  make  an  identification.  The  FOSRC  has  previously  accepted  four 
records  of  South  Polar  Skua  with  photographs  (31  October  1993  in  Brevard  Co.,  9 
November  1998  in  Volusia  Co.,  10  October  1998  in  Nassau  Co.,  and  12  December 
2000  in  Palm  Beach  Co.)  and  two  sight  reports  (5  September  1982  and  28  October 
1994,  both  in  Brevard  Co.). 

ZENAIDA  Dove,  Zenaida  aurita  (07-635).  23  March  2007.  Long  Key  SP,  Long  Key,  Monroe 
Co.  A FOSRC  form  was  submitted  by  a single  observer  for  this  report;  another  ob- 
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server  saw  the  bird  but  did  not  submit  a report.  This  was  a brief  observation  (30-45 
seconds),  and  the  resulting  description  is  incomplete.  In  particular,  the  description 
mentions  a “small  white  patch  on  wing”  without  describing  its  shape  or  location.  It  de- 
scribed the  tail  as  “shorter  and  more  squared  off  than  a Mourning  Dove”  but  did  not 
describe  any  pattern  or  color  to  the  tail.  The  bird  was  flushed,  according  to  the  report, 
thus  the  pale  gray  tail  corners  should  have  been  visible.  The  description  was  too  in- 
complete to  substantiate  identification.  There  are  five  substantiated  records  for  Flor- 
ida (two  specimens  before  1900,  and  three  photographs,  1962-63,  1988,  2002),  all 
from  the  Keys.  In  addition,  three  sight  reports  have  been  accepted  by  the  FOSRC 
(1997,  2001,  2004),  two  from  Monroe  Co.,  and  one  from  Key  Biscayne  in  Miami-Dade 
Co.  Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  list  three  older  sight  reports  that  have  not  been 
reviewed  by  the  FOSRC. 

Ivory-billed  Woodpecker,  Campephilus  principalis  (06-610).  21  May  2005-26  April 
2006.  Choctawhatchee  River,  Washington/Bay/Walton  Cos.  A population  of  unknown 
size  has  been  reported  from  the  from  the  lower  Choctawhatchee  River  by  a team  of  in- 
vestigators from  Auburn  University.  There  have  been  several  sightings  but  no  photo- 
graphs, some  interesting  recordings  of  “kent”  calls  and  of  double-rap  drums,  and  pho- 
tographs taken  of  cavities  and  bark  scaling.  These  observations  were  made  on  the 
heels  of  the  much-publicized  “rediscovery”  of  the  species  in  Arkansas  (Fitzpatrick  et 
al.  2005).  The  last  specimen  taken  in  Florida  was  in  1925,  and  there  is  one  record  of 
a feather  found  in  a cavity  in  1968  that  was  identified  as  an  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker 
inner  secondary  by  Alexander  Wetmore.  Despite  several  subsequent  Florida  sight  re- 
ports of  varying  credibility,  Robertson  and  Woolfenden  (1992)  considered  the  species 
extinct.  Controversy  surrounds  the  actual  source  of  some  recently  made  audio  record- 
ings purported  to  be  drumming  sounds  and  vocalizations  of  the  Ivory-billed;  record- 
ings obtained  without  actually  observing  the  source  of  these  sounds,  such  as  those 
made  by  the  Choctawhatchee  investigators,  have  not  been  proven  to  have  been  made 
by  this  woodpecker.  Our  Committee  felt  that  given  the  lack  of  definitive  evidence  of 
this  species’  occurrence  on  the  Choctawhatchee  River,  the  species  is  best  considered 
still  extinct  in  Florida. 

Alder  Flycatcher,  Empidonax  alnorum  (06-611J.  21  September  2006.  Matheson  Ham- 
mock, Miami-Dade  Co.  The  FOSRC  has  solicited  reports  of  this  species  and  Willow 
Flycatcher  (E.  traillii ) because  their  status  in  the  state  is  insufficiently  known  given 
their  extreme  similarity.  Unfortunately,  Web  sites  for  the  Official  State  List  of  the 
birds  of  Florida  and  the  Official  Species  Review  List  of  the  Birds  of  Florida  differ  in 
their  wording  as  to  what  sort  of  evidence  is  required  for  documentation.  The  official 
State  list  specifies:  “For  the  two  species  in  Empidonax  indicated  by  **,  observers 
should  report  only  sightings  to  the  FOSRC  that  document  vocalizations  on  tape  or 
video,”  whereas,  the  List  of  Review  Species  states:  “provide  vocal  documentation.” 
This  report  consisted  of  an  FOSRC  form,  which  detailed  the  vocalizations  of  the  indi- 
vidual consistent  with  Alder  Flycatcher,  but  no  video/audio-tape  documentation.  The 
Committee  members  agreed  that  we  would  review  only  records  with  video  or  tape 
documentation  that  include  vocalizations.  We  therefore  decided  that  this  report  pro- 
vided insufficient  documentation. 

KIRTLAND’S  WARBLER,  Dendroica  kirtlandii  (06-616).  29  October  2006.  Lake  Kissim- 
mee SP,  Polk  Co.  This  was  a single-observer  report.  The  observer  submitted  an 
FOSRC  form.  The  bird,  identified  as  an  adult  male,  was  seen  at  quite  a distance 
(ca.  50  m)  with  bright  mid-day  skies.  There  was  concern  that  the  report  described 
a spring-plumaged  male,  with  a blue-gray  back,  whereas  all  ages  of  Kirtland’s 
Warblers  in  the  fall  should  have  a brownish  wash  on  the  back  (Dunn  and  Garrett 
1997,  Pyle  1997).  The  report  described  that  the  bird  had  no  discernible  wingbars; 
however,  fresh-plumaged  Kirtland’s  Warblers  in  the  fall  should  have  grayish- 
white  edges  to  the  wing  coverts.  The  FOSRC  has  accepted  five  reports  (3  photos, 


Seventeenth  Report— FOS  Records  Committee 


107 


including  the  two  above,  and  2 sight  reports);  in  addition,  Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son (1994)  list  a specimen  that  has  not  been  evaluated  by  the  FOSRC.  All  six  of 
these  accepted  records  have  been  coastal. 

MacGillivray’S  WARBLER,  Oporornis  tolmiei  (06-612).  4 October  2006.  A.  D.  Barnes 
Park,  Miami-Dade  Co.  This  was  a written  description  from  a brief  sighting  (15-20 
seconds)  of  a female.  The  age  was  noted  as  adult,  but  it  was  noted  at  the  FOSRC 
meeting  that  the  observer  had  submitted  it  earlier  as  a hatch-year.  Female 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  is  difficult  to  differentiate  from  Mourning  Warbler  (O. 
Philadelphia),  which  is  rare  but  regular  in  Florida.  Some  field  marks  noted 
strongly  suggested  MacGillivray’s  Warbler,  particularly  the  “easily  visible  and 
quite  obvious”  eye  crescents.  Mourning  Warbler  can  show  eye  crescents  as  well 
(Garrett  and  Dunn  1997),  but  they  are  usually  not  as  prominent.  The  description 
was  not  as  firm  about  the  color  of  the  throat  (generally  pale  yellow  in  Mourning 
and  pale  grayish  white  in  MacGillivray’s),  noting  “no  yellow  on  the  throat  that  I 
could  see.”  Another  key  field-mark  for  differentiating  from  Mourning,  the  length  of 
the  undertail  coverts  (Dunn  and  Garrett  1997),  was  not  noted.  Because  the  ob- 
server had  no  previous  experience  with  MacGillivray’s,  the  Committee  felt  it  was 
difficult  to  assess  the  prominence  of  the  eye  crescents.  The  FOSRC  has  accepted 
four  reports  (one  photo,  three  sight  reports)  of  MacGillivray’s  Warbler. 

White-winged  Crossbill,  Loxia  leucoptera  (07-626).  Specimen  (EVER  45219,  UF 
45638;  spread  wing,  skeleton,  photos  of  whole  carcass).  10  January  2007.  Long 
Pine  Key,  ENP,  Monroe  Co.  This  desiccated  specimen  was  found  in  a parking  lot  in 
a picnic  area  by  a tour  leader.  It  was  saved  and  eventually  sent  to  the  FLMNH.  At- 
tempts to  rehydrate  it  and  make  a study  skin  were  unsuccessful,  but  a wing  and 
the  skeleton  were  salvaged.  A series  of  photos  of  the  carcass  was  taken,  including 
with  comparable  species  (the  Hispaniolan  endemic  L.  megaplaga  and  the  north- 
ern L.  leucoptera ).  Loxia  megaplaga  was  recently  split  from  L.  leucoptera  by  the 
AOU  Check-list  Committee  (Banks  et  al.  2003).  Measurements  (from  P W.  Smith 
1997,  and  in  litt. ; author  of  the  paper  that  helped  split  megaplaga)  ruled  out 
megaplaga.  Loxia  megaplaga  has  a much  longer  (exposed  culmen  16.9-17.2  mm 
vs.  12.96-14.1  mm;  ENP  bird  = 14.8  mm)  and  wider  bill  (6. 1-7.3  mm  vs  4. 8-6.0  mm; 
ENP  = 4.9  mm)  than  leucoptera,  more  like  some  sspp.  of  Red  Crossbill  (L.  curvi- 
rostra).  In  addition,  the  white  tips  to  the  greater  secondary  coverts,  which  form 
the  lower  wingbar,  are  much  less  extensive  on  megaplaga  (average  3.4  mm  vs.  9.8 
mm).  These  white  tips  in  the  ENP  bird  are  about  8 mm.  The  Committee  was  unan- 
imous in  agreeing  with  the  identification  as  a White-winged  Crossbill  (L.  leucop- 
tera), but  were  also  unanimous  in  believing  that  the  bird  was  killed  outside  of 
Florida,  and  transported  by  vehicle  to  south  Florida.  The  bird  had  been  dead  for 
quite  some  time  (days  at  least)  and  probably  super-dried  on  the  grill  of  a car/RV. 
The  bird  had  moderate  stores  of  subcutaneous  fat,  indicating  that  it  had  been 
feeding  in  an  area  supplied  with  its  preferred  food  just  before  it  died.  And  it  was 
found  in  a parking  lot  of  a tourist  destination.  All  of  this  points  to  it  being  killed 
somewhere  far  to  the  north  of  Florida  and  transported  by  vehicle  to  ENP.  There 
are  no  previous  records  for  this  species  from  Florida. 

Reports  Not  Resolved 

YELLOW-LEGGED  Gull,  Larus  michahellis  (07-645).  5 March  2007.  Tomoka  (=Volusia 
County)  Landfill,  Daytona  Beach,  Volusia  Co.  Nine  photographs,  an  FOSRC  form, 
and  opinions  from  two  European  gull  experts  were  submitted  for  this  well  docu- 
mented record,  and  a potential  first  State  record.  This  is  a first-cycle  bird,  appear- 
ing in  plumage  to  be  similar  to  a first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (L.  fuscus), 
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but  differing  in  proportions  (larger  bodied,  deeper  chested)  and  particularly  in  its 
large  thick  bill.  One  expert  was  “95%  certain”  that  this  was  a Yellow-legged  Gull 
from  one  of  the  Atlantic  populations  (either  L.  m.  atlantis  or  L.  m.  michahellis,  de- 
pending on  taxonomy);  the  only  problem  he  had  with  the  bird  was  a bit  too  much 
black  barring  in  the  rectrices.  The  other  expert  stated  that  “there  is  no  question 
that  your  bird  is  atlantis.”  One  problem  in  assessing  this  record  is  that  immature 
plumages  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  X Herring  Gull  (L.  argentatus  smithso- 
nianus),  which  has  been  a suspected  combination  in  northeastern  North  America, 
are  not  known  (Howell  and  Dunn  2007),  and  would  presumably  look  like  this  in- 
dividual. However,  one  Committee  member  felt  that  the  bulky  bill  was  too  large  to 
be  from  this  hybrid  combination.  Another  problem  is  that  proportions  of  the  pos- 
terior part  of  the  bird  are  difficult  to  assess  given  the  angle  of  the  photographs. 
Overall,  the  Committee  felt  that  a first  State  record  had  to  be  unambiguous,  so  we 
have  decided  to  seek  further  expert  opinion  on  this  individual,  as  well  as  request 
if  there  are  more  photographs. 

CALIFORNIA  Gull,  Larus  californicus  (07-646).  18  April  2007.  Cedar  Key,  Levy  Co.  A pho- 
tograph and  a brief  written  description  were  submitted  for  this  record.  The  photo- 
graph submitted  appears  to  be  a low-resolution  scan,  with  the  adult  bird  at  a dis- 
tance. Although  proportions  and  mantle  color  appear  to  be  correct  for  an  adult 
California  Gull,  details  of  the  bill,  iris  and  leg  color,  and  any  pattern  in  the  wingtips 
cannot  be  seen  in  the  photograph  submitted.  The  Committee  felt  it  could  better  assess 
the  record  if  a higher  resolution  scan  or  the  original  photograph  could  be  submitted. 
The  observer  was  contacted  to  see  if  he  could  send  the  original. 

CASSIN’S  KINGBIRD,  Tyrannus  vociferans  (07-629).  10  February  2007.  East  side  of  SR  437, 
across  from  Hooper  Farm  and  Hooper’s  Landscape  Nursery  Inc.,  2828  Hooper’s  Farm 
Road,  Apopka,  Orange  Co.  We  received  a FOSRC  form  for  this  report.  Although 
Cassin’s  Kingbirds  have  been  reported  annually  in  recent  years  at  the  Lake  Apopka 
kingbird  roost  (B.  H.  Anderson,  pers.  comm.),  this  is  the  first  report  submitted  since 
winter  2002-2003  (03-516,  accepted,  Bowman  and  Greenlaw  2006)  and  thus  is  treated 
as  a new  submission.  The  submitted  form  is  rather  brief  and  somewhat  unclear  about 
describing  the  throat,  a field-mark  critical  for  identifying  Cassin’s  Kingbird.  Commit- 
tee member  Bruce  Anderson  also  saw  this  bird  and  knows  that  some  photographs  of 
it  exist.  Thus,  the  Committee  felt  that  it  was  appropriate  to  request  photographs,  and 
wait  to  assess  the  record. 

CARIBBEAN  Martin,  Prague  dominicensis  (07-647).  29  March  2007.  Fort  Zachary  Tay- 
lor Historic  SP,  Key  West,  Monroe  Co.  Seven  photographs,  a FOSRC  form,  compar- 
ative photos  of  museum  specimens,  and  detailed  analyses  were  submitted  for  this 
record,  which  is  a potential  first  State  and  ABA  record.  This  bird  was  photo- 
graphed but  could  not  be  located  subsequently.  The  photographs  show  a male 
Progne  martin,  with  a rather  deep  tail  fork  and  a white  to  off-white  belly  sharply 
demarcated  from  the  purple  chest  and  dark  sides.  The  uppersides  are  dark, 
glossed  purple.  We  could  not  detect,  for  certain,  any  streaking  in  the  white  under- 
parts, although  the  resolution  may  be  a bit  too  low  to  properly  assess.  A photo- 
graph of  the  bird’s  sides  shows  what  appear  to  be  brownish  flanks.  The  purple  in 
the  photographs  appears  to  be  blotchy,  interspersed  with  brown,  indicating  a sec- 
ond-year bird.  The  comparative  material  included  photographs  of  flying  Carib- 
bean Martins  in  Puerto  Rico,  as  well  as  museum  specimens  of  the  following  spe- 
cies: Purple  Martin  (P  subis ),  Cuban  Martin  (P.  cryptoleuca ),  Gray-breasted 
Martin  (P.  chalyhea),  Caribbean  Martin  (P.  dominicensis),  and  Sinaloa  Martin 
(P.  sinaloae).  We  did  not  find  any  photographs  or  specimens  of  male  martins  that 
matched  this  bird’s  plumage,  in  particular  the  not-quite  white  underparts  and  the 
brownish  flanks.  It  appears  that  second-year  martins  are  quite  rare  in  collections. 
Gray-breasted  Martin  can  be  eliminated  because  it  never  shows  a purple  throat  in 
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any  plumage.  Male  second-year  Purple  Martins  should  show  thin  dark  streaks  on 
the  underparts.  Sinaloa  and  Cuban  Martins  are  rare  in  collections,  and  their  sec- 
ond-year male  plumages  appear  to  be  undescribed.  The  Committee  felt  that  to  as- 
sess this  record  adequately,  it  would  need  more  comparative  material  of  all  Progne 
species,  particularly  second-year  males.  The  Committee  will  request  material 
from  natural  history  museums. 


No  Action 

“European”  herring  gull,  Larus  argentatus  subsp.  (06-604).  A second-cycle  bird  ob- 
served by  multiple  birders  and  photographed  by  two  people  at  the  Tomoka  ^Vo- 
lusia County)  Landfill,  Daytona  Beach,  Volusia  Co.,  11  February  to  6 March  2006. 
Documentation  included  a single  written  synopsis  of  the  European  taxa,  L.  argen- 
tatus sspp.  (two  sspp.,  L.  a.  argentatus  [north-central  Europe,  Finland  to  Ger- 
many] and  L.  a.  argenteus  [western  Europe,  from  southern  Scandinavia,  British 
Isles,  south  to  the  Iberian  Peninsula]),  L.  [cachinnans]  michahellis  (Yellow-legged 
Gull,  southwestern  Europe,  and  Mediterranean  and  Black  sea  basins),  and  the 
American  L.  a.  smithsonianus  (northern  North  America).  In  addition,  14  superb 
photographs  of  the  bird  on  the  ground  and  in  flight,  showing  all  potential  field 
characters,  and  submitted  comments  from  several  European  and  American  gull 
aficionados  completed  the  body  of  information  available.  Not  included  in  the  writ- 
ten description  and  evaluation  by  the  lead  observer,  but  mentioned  by  one  com- 
mentator, was  L.  c.  cachinnans  (Caspian  Gull).  The  outside  commentators  dis- 
agreed among  themselves  on  the  ID  of  the  Florida  bird,  although  the  leading  gull 
authority,  Klaus  M.  Olsen,  senior  author  of  the  new  book  on  gulls,  supported  the 
“European”  Herring  Gull  ID.  Olsen  and  Larsson  (2004)  have  split  the  herring 
gulls  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  British  Ornithologists’  Union  fol- 
lowed this  decision.  Because  our  Committee  in  August  had  little  direct  experience 
with  the  European  gull  taxa,  the  vagrancy  record  of  the  “European”  Herring  Gull 
taxa  in  the  Americas  was  not  well  known,  and  considering  the  potential  complex- 
ity of  the  issues  relating  to  gull  identification  involving  species  in  Europe  and 
North  America,  the  Committee  expressed  a desire  to  go  slow,  and  thus  tabled  the 
record.  At  the  January  meeting,  we  had  two  additional  references  (Lonergan  and 
Mullarney  2004,  Golley  and  Elliot  1994)  and  Mark  Berney  provided  recent  photo- 
graphs of  winter  “European”  Herring  Gulls  from  Ireland,  including  several  sec- 
ond-winter birds.  “European”  Herring  Gulls  are  apparently  now  occurring  annu- 
ally in  Newfoundland  (B.  Mactavish  pers.  comm.),  so  a record  in  Florida  is  not  out 
of  the  question.  Nonetheless,  most  record  committees  have  not  dealt  with  this  is- 
sue, presumably  because  “American”  and  “European”  Herring  Gulls  are  still  con- 
sidered conspecific  by  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union  (AOU  1998).  Although 
some  characters,  especially  the  amount  of  white  in  the  tail,  strongly  indicated 
that  this  bird  was  a European  Herring  Gull,  we  think  that  our  present  knowledge 
of  variability  in  second-winter  smithsonianus  is  still  rudimentary  and  feel  that 
this  bird  cannot,  with  certainty,  be  identified  as  either  “American”  or  “European.” 
We  therefore  chose  not  to  vote  on  the  report,  taking  into  consideration  that  the 
taxon  is  not  yet  considered  a species  in  North  America. 

Report  in  Error 

Casein’s  Kingbird,  Tyrannus  vociferans  (06-593).  A single  bird  along  Sweat  Loop 
Road,  Hillsborough  Co.,  6 February  2006,  was  initially  treated  as  an  individual 
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different  from  the  bird  (05-581)  observed  and  photographed  in  the  precise  spot 
(but  identified  as  being  “between  Balm  and  Wimauma  roads”),  18-20  December 
2005.  Both  submissions  were  accepted  by  the  FOSRC  (Greenlaw  and  Kratter 
2007),  but  B.  Pranty  pointed  out  that  these  observations  represented  the  same  in- 
dividual, and  thus  06-593  is  now  subsumed  under  05-581. 
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FIELD  OBSERVATIONS 

Spring  Report:  March-May  2008. — This  report  consists  of  significant  bird  obser- 
vations compiled  by  the  Field  Observations  Committee  (FOC).  Submissions  to  the  FOC 
should  be  in  the  following  format:  species,  number  of  individuals,  age  and  sex  of  the 
bird(s),  color  morph  if  applicable,  location  (including  county),  date,  observer(s),  and  sig- 
nificance. Seasons  are  winter  (December-February),  spring  (March-May),  summer 
(June-July),  and  fall  ( August-No vember).  Submit  observations  to  regional  compilers 
within  two  weeks  after  the  close  of  each  season,  or  to  the  state  compiler  within  one 
month.  Addresses  of  the  compilers  are  found  at  the  end  of  this  report.  We  greatly  prefer 
observations  sent  via  e-mail. 

Sight-only  observations  are  considered  “reports”  while  only  those  supported  by  veri- 
fiable evidence  (photographs,  video  or  audio  tapes,  or  specimens)  are  called  “records.” 
Species  for  which  documentation  is  required  by  the  FOS  Records  Committee  (FOSRC; 
<http://www.fosbirds.org/RecordCommittee/Offcial%20State%20List%202008.htm>)  are 
marked  here  with  an  asterisk  (*).  A county  designation  (in  italics)  accompanies  the  first- 
time listing  of  each  site  in  this  report.  Abbreviations  in  this  report  are:  BBS  = breeding 
bird  survey,  CWA  - critical  wildlife  area,  EOS  = end  of  season,  NP  = national  park,  NS  = 
national  seashore,  NSRA  = north  shore  restoration  area,  NWR  = national  wildlife  ref- 
uge, SF  = state  forest,  SP  = state  park,  STA  = stormwater  treatment  area,  STF  = sew- 
age treatment  facility,  WEA  = wildlife  and  environmental  area,  WMA  = wildlife 
management  area,  and  N,  S,  E,  W etc.,  for  compass  directions.  Bold-faced  entries  denote 
birds  newly  reported  or  verified  in  Florida,  or  record  numbers. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  SPRING  SEASON 

Weather  during  the  season  was  generally  poor  for  producing  significant  fallouts.  A 
slow-moving  front  from  the  west  resulted  in  several  late  dates  for  migrants  at  Gulf 
Breeze,  according  to  Bob  Duncan’s  40  years  of  data.  Now  in  its  eighth  year,  the  “Green 
Key  Migrant  Funnel”  recorded  about  4400  warblers  this  season,  representing  a moder- 
ate number.  FOSRC  rarities  reported  this  season — and  accepted  by  the  FOSRC  in  Au- 
gust 2008 — were  Red-necked  Grebe,  Red-billed  Tropicbird,  Black-headed  Gull, 
California  Gull,  Thayer’s  Gull,  Razorbill,  Say’s  Phoebe,  Tropical  Kingbird,  Cassin’s 
Kingbird,  Loggerhead  Kingbird,  Yellow-green  Vireo,  Florida’s  first  Townsend’s  Solitaire, 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler,  Lazuli  Bunting,  and  Bullock’s  Oriole.  Significant  exotic  species 
included  Florida’s  first  verifiable  records  of  Common  Shelduck  and  Ring-necked  Pheas- 
ant, and  the  first  Florida  breeding  record  of  Peach-faced  Lovebirds.  A plane  crash  in 
western  Martin  County  13  March  killed  Damion  Marx,  Phil  Heidemann,  and  Gareth 
Akerman,  three  ornithologists  associated  with  Florida  Atlantic  University,  as  they  were 
conducting  aerial  surveys  of  wading  birds. 

Species  Accounts 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck:  225  W of  Cocoa  {Brevard)  3 Mar  (D.  Freeland);  300  at 
STA-5  ( Hendry ) 8 Mar  (M.  England);  101  at  The  Villages  {Marion)  9 Mar  (J.  Dins- 
more);  45  at  Cockroach  Bay  {Hillsborough)  10  May  (B.  Ahern);  2 at  Valrico  {Hillsbor- 
ough) 16  May  (S.  Gross);  68  at  Lake  Wales  {Polk)  17  May  (P.  Fellers);  2 at  Roosevelt 
Wetlands  {Pinellas)  22  May  (S.  Patterson);  2 at  Inverness  {Citrus)  27  May-EOS  (K. 
Spilios,  T.  True,  photos  to  FOC). 
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Table  1.  Results  of  a pelagic  trip  up  to  90  nm  off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  ( Volusia ) 
17  May  2008  (M.  Brothers  et  a!.).  Two  of  the  Great  Blue  Herons  were  90  nm  out, 
while  the  remaining  1 1 were  in  a single  flock. 


Species 

Number 

Species 

Number 

Black-capped  Petrel 

8 

Bridled  Tern 

4 

Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 

8 

Sterna  species  (possible  Arctic  Tern) 

1 

Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel 

40 

Eurasian  Collared-Dove 

1 

Leach’s  Storm-Petrel 

1 

Cuckoo  species 

2 

Audubon’s  Shearwater 

100 

Cape  May  Warbler 

2 

Great  Blue  Heron 

13 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

10 

Black-bellied  Plover 

2 

American  Redstart 

4 

Semipalmated  Plover 

5 

Common  Yellowthroat 

5 

Peep  species 

6 

Ovenbird 

1 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

20 

Northern  Waterthrush 

1 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

unidentified  warblers 

50 

Laughing  Gull 

Sooty  Tern 

1 

129 

Bobolink 

10 

Fulvous  Whistling-Duck:  17  at  STA-5,  8 Mar  (M.  England);  8 at  the  Sarasota  Celery 
Fields  ( Sarasota ) 4 Apr  (S,  Daughtrey);  1 at  Cutler  Ridge  ( Miami-Dade ) 5 Apr  (R. 
Diaz);  2 at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  C Alachua ) 6 Apr-EOS  (R,  Rowan);  3 at  Eagle 
Lakes  Park,  Naples  ( Collier ) 26  Apr  (B.  Mulrooney). 

ROSS’S  GOOSE:  1 adult  at  Ellenton  {Manatee)  13  Mar  reportedly  was  also  seen  “a  month+ 
ago”  {fide  P.  Rice,  photo  to  FOC). 

CANADA  GOOSE:  1 along  the  Tampa  Bypass  Canal  at  US-301  (. Hillsborough ) 20  Mar  (E. 
Kwater);  2 at  East  Bay  Golf  Course  {Pinellas)  30  Mar  (W.  Yusek);  2 near  Brooker 
Creek  Preserve  {Pinellas)  20  Apr  (D.  Margeson);  18  flew  south  over  Boyd  Hill  Nature 
Preserve  {Pinellas)  3 May  (R.  Smith). 

BRANT:  2 at  Card  Sound  {Monroe)  28  Feb-9  Mar  (B.  Diersing  et  al.,  photos  to  FOC). 

Common  Shelduck  {Tadorna  tadorna ):  1 near  Miami  International  Airport  {Miami- 
Dade)  30  Apr  (L.  Manfredi,  T.  Mitchell,  photo  to  FOC)  reportedly  had  been  present 
two  weeks. 

Mottled  Duck:  2 (female  and  male)  at  Virginia  Key  {Miami-Dade)  5 Apr  (R.  Diaz). 

BLUE-WINGED  Teal:  100  along  Cockroach  Bay  Road  12  Mar  (B.  Ahern);  1 at  Dry  Tortu- 
gas  NP  {Monroe)  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Marco  Island  {Collier)  15  May  (T.  Below); 
5 at  STA-5,  17  May  (M.  England  et  ah);  1 at  Nokomis  {Sarasota)  23  May-EOS  (J. 
Palmer). 

Northern  Shoveler:  1 at  STA-5, 17  May  (M.  England  et  al.). 

CANVASBACK:  1 at  STA-5,  1 Mar  (M.  England  et  al.);  1 female  at  The  Villages  {Sumter)  2 
Mar,  and  1 male  there  3 Mar  (L.  Felker). 

REDHEAD:  20  at  Tierra  Verde  {Pinellas)  23  Mar  (R.  Smith),  and  2 there  4 May  (P. 
Fellers);  1 male  at  Tram  Road  STF  {Leon)  30  May  (G.  Menk). 

RING -NECKED  Duck:  25  at  Cockroach  Bay  12  Mar  (B.  Ahern);  5 at  STA-5, 17  May  (M.  En- 
gland et  al.);  9 at  Emeralda  Marsh  Conservation  Area  {Lake)  18  May  (J.  Dinsmore). 

GREATER  Scaup:  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  27  Apr-4  May  (H.  Robinson). 

LESSER  SCAUP:  5 at  Cockroach  Bay  22  May  (B.  Ahern);  1 male  at  Springhill  Road  STF 
{Leon)  30  May  (G.  Menk);  2 females  at  Hickory  Mound  Impoundment  {Taylor)  30  May 
(B.  Ahern). 

SURF  SCOTER:  1 female  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  {Citrus)  29  Mar  (M.  Gardler);  1 male 
found  moribund  at  Cape  Canaveral  {Brevard)  15  Apr  was  taken  to  a wildlife  rehabil- 
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itator  {fide  D.  Freeland);  1 male  and  2 females  at  Naples  Beach  ( Collier ) 11  May  (T. 
Below);  1 male  at  Cedar  Key  {Levy)  21-22  May  (D.  Henderson);  1 male  at  Tierra  Verde 

28  May-EOS  (R.  Smith,  photo  to  FOC). 

WHITE-WINGED  Scoter:  1 female  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  {Pinellas)  SP  2 May  (D. 
Gagne). 

BLACK  Scoter:  5 flew  past  Sanibel  Lighthouse  {Lee)  7 Apr  (V.  McGrath). 

BUFFLEHEAD:  5 at  Merritt  Island  NWR  {Brevard)  5 Mar  (D.  Freeland);  1 at  Honeymoon 
Island  SP  15  Mar  (R.  Smith);  up  to  4 at  The  Villages  to  19  Mar  (L.  Felker);  1 at  Palm 
Harbor  STF  {Pinellas)  to  28  Mar  (R.  Smith,  M.  Gardler);  10  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach 

29  Mar  (M.  Gardler);  1 near  Williston  {Levy)  3 Apr  (B.  Ahern);  2 at  Spring  Hill  {Her- 
nando) 20  Apr  (A.  & B.  Hansen). 

COMMON  GOLDENEYE:  1 at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  29  Mar  (M.  Gardler). 

Red-breasted  Merganser:  1 female  at  Bayport  Park  {Hernando)  14  May  (A.  & B. 
Hansen);  1 female  at  Cape  Canaveral  22  May  (D.  Freeland);  1 female  at  Anna  Maria 
Island  {Manatee)  26  May  (R.  Morris). 

Ring-necked  PHEASANt  {Phasianus  colchicus ):  1 male  at  Inverness  {Citrus)  5-9  Mar 
(K.  Spilios,  photos  to  FOC);  1 male  in  central  Pasco  24  May  (L.  & T.  Morgan). 
Red-throated  loon:  1 at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  18  Mar  (M.  Gardler);  1 at  Alligator 
Point  {Franklin)  29  Mar  (J.  Murphy). 

PACIFIC  Loon:  1 adult  in  basic  plumage  salvaged  at  Casey  Key  {Sarasota)  2 Mar  (R.E. 
Peipert,  specimen  to  UCF). 

COMMON  Loon:  8 (some  in  song)  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  18  Mar  (M.  Gardler);  41,  in- 
cluding a flock  of  26,  over  Gainesville  between  0726-0735  hours  4 Apr  (S.  Nesbitt);  1 
in  basic  plumage  found  moribund  at  Lake  Maitland  {Orange)  13  Apr  {fide  A.  Vinokur; 
specimen  to  UCF). 

HORNED  Grebe:  1 at  Deer  Key,  Florida  Bay  {Monroe)  3 Apr  (B.  Mulrooney);  1 at  Lake 
Tarpon  {Pinellas)  6 Apr  (W.  Yusek);  1 in  alternate  plumage  at  Weekiwachee  Preserve 
{Hernando)  10  May  (A.  & B.  Hansen). 

*Red-NECKED  GREBE:  1 at  Perdido  Key  {Escambia)  20  Feb  (J.  Osborn  et  al.). 

Eared  Grebe:  1 in  basic  plumage  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  11-13  Apr  (T.  Palmer  et  al.); 

1 in  alternate  plumage  at  St.  Marks  NWR  {Wakulla)  28  Apr  (M.  Collins  et  al.). 
Greater  Shearwater:  1 bird  6 km  S of  Destin  {Okaloosa)  30  May  (P.  Goodyear). 

SOOTY  Shearwater:  1 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  25  & 27  May  (M.  Brothers);  2 found  mori- 
bund at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  {Volusia)  27  & 28  May  (M.  Brothers;  specimens  to 
FLMNH). 

WILSON’S  Storm-Petrel:  1 found  moribund  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  30  May  (M.  Broth- 
ers, specimen  to  UCF). 

Band-RUMPED  Storm-Petrel:  5 between  Key  West  and  Dry  Tortugas  NP  {Monroe)  29 
Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  4 birds  32  km  S of  Summerland  Key  {Monroe)  10  May  (B.  Mul- 
rooney); 2 off  Miami  23  May  (R.  Torres). 

*Red-billed  Tropicbird:  1 subadult  off  Miami  23  May  (R.  Torres  et  al.). 

MASKED  Booby:  1 moribund  juvenile  at  New  Smyrna  Beach  (Volusia)  26  Mar  (M.  Broth- 
ers; specimen  to  FLMNH);  1 adult  off  Key  Largo  {Monroe)  12  Apr  (R.  Torres);  up  to  67 
adults  and  7 immatures  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  this  season  (M.  Gardler). 

BROWN  Booby:  4 subadults  together  1.6  km  off  Fort  Lauderdale  Beach  {Broward)  26 
May  (R.  Titus);  up  to  20  (no  adults)  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  this  season  (M.  Gardler). 
RED-FOOTED  Booby:  1 immature  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  this  season  (M.  Gardler,  B.  Mul- 
rooney et  al.). 

NORTHERN  Gannet:  150  from  South  Skyway  Fishing  Pier  {Hillsborough  & Manatee)  8 
Mar  (B.  Ahern);  30  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 immature  16  km  S of 
Summerland  Key  24  May  (B.  Mulrooney);  2 immatures  off  Siesta  Key  {Sarasota)  18 
May  (J.  Palmer). 
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AMERICAN  White  Pelican:  65  at  Bystre  Lake,  Brooksville  ( Hernando ) 1 Mar  (M. 
Gardler),  and  12  there  8 May  (A.  & B.  Hansen);  500  at  Merritt  Island  NWR  5 Mar  (D. 
Freeland);  100  at  STA-5,  8 Mar  (M.  England);  200  at  St.  Marks  NWR  ( Wakulla ) 20 
Apr  (R.  Smith,  B.  Ahern);  1 at  Boca  Chica  Key  23  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  430  at  Lake  Ap- 
opka NSRA  ( Orange ) 5 May  (H.  Robinson);  40  at  Cockroach  Bay  10  May  (B.  Ahem); 
15  at  Hickory  Mound  Impoundment  30  May  (B.  Ahern). 

BROWN  Pelican:  1 in  SW  DeSoto  27  Mar  (D.  Simpson);  1 at  Maitland  ( Orange ) 1 May  (G. 
Bretz);  1 nest  with  2 nestlings  at  Lake  John,  Lakeland  (Polk)  18  May  (H.  Moulden, 
photo  to  FOC). 

Double-crested  Cormorant:  1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

GREAT  Cormorant:  1 immature  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  to  28  May  (M.  Brothers  et  al.). 
MAGNIFICENT  Frigatebird:  3 at  Destin  30  Apr  (L.  Kelly);  3 at  Pensacola  Beach  (Escam- 
bia) 11  May  (C.  & R.  Ascherfeld);  1 at  Cape  Canaveral  11  May  (D.  Freeland);  3 at  Gulf 
Breeze  (Santa  Rosa)  16  May  (B.  Duncan). 

American  Bittern:  17  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  2 Mar  (H.  Robinson);  11  at  Lake  Miccosu- 
kee  (Leon)  29  Apr  (M.  Hill);  2 at  the  Sarasota  Celery  Fields  to  2 May  (R.  Greenspun 
et  al.). 

LEAST  Bittern:  2 at  Virginia  Key  (Miami-Dade)  22  Mar-5  Apr  (R.  Diaz);  1 at  Fort  De 
Soto  Park  (Pinellas)  18  Apr  (L.  Snyder);  33  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  28  May  (H.  Robin- 
son). 

GREAT  Blue  Heron:  1 white  morph  at  STA-5  throughout  the  period  (M.  England  et  al.); 

1 white  morph  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  9 May-EOS  (H.  Robinson). 

Snowy  Egret:  510  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  30  May  (H.  Robinson). 

GREEN  Heron:  2 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron:  a flock  of  30  at  Green  Key,  New  Port  Richey  (Pasco)  9 
Mar  (K.  Tracey);  24  were  breeding  at  19th  Street,  Pensacola,  a traditional  site  31  Mar 
(P.  McLeod). 

SCARLET  Ibis  x White  Ibis:  2 probable  hybrids,  one  very  red  with  a small  amount  of 
white  on  the  face  and  neck,  and  the  second  pink,  at  Lakes  Park,  Fort  Myers  (Lee)  all 

season  (A.  Marshall  et  al.). 

GLOSSY  Ibis:  125  at  Cockroach  Bay  26  Mar  (B.  Ahern);  1310  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  7 Apr 
(H.  Robinson);  1 at  Key  West  28  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  8 at  Lake  Jackson  (Leon)  24  May 
(G.  Menk). 

White-faced  Ibis:  1 at  Lake  City  15  Mar-9  Apr  (P.  Burns);  3 at  Gulf  Breeze  29  Apr  (B. 
Duncan,  details  to  FOC). 

ROSEATE  SPOONBILL:  100+  at  STA-5,  1 Mar  & 17  May  (M.  England  et  al.);  1 immature  at 
Virginia  Key  4 Mar-2  Apr  (R.  Diaz);  1 immature  at  McKethan  Lake,  Withlacoochee 
SF  (Hernando)  14  Apr  (A.  & B.  Hansen);  1 at  The  Villages  (Sumter)  20  Apr  (J.  Dins- 
more);  300  at  Cockroach  Bay  10  May  (B.  Ahern);  3 nests  at  Lake  John,  Lakeland  18 
May  (H.  Moulden);  66  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (Lake)  25  May  (H.  Robinson). 

Turkey  Vulture:  1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

AMERICAN  Flamingo:  up  to  2 at  West  Key  Bank,  Florida  Bay  (Monroe)  Feb-3  Mar  (B. 

Mulrooney);  2 at  Cape  Romano  (Collier)  early  May  (C.  Metzger). 

OSPREY:  1 late  migrant  24  km  SSW  of  Summerland  Key  24  May  (B.  Mulrooney). 
WHITE-TAILED  Kite:  2 pairs  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  (Okeechobee)  all  season 
(P.  Miller). 

SWALLOW-TAILED  Kite:  5 at  Pensacola  28  Mar  (P.  McLeod);  25  at  Bald  Point  (Franklin) 
5 Apr  (A.  Lantz);  1 pair  bred  near  Brooker  Creek  Preserve  (Pinellas)  this  season  (B. 
Walker). 

SNAIL  Kite:  1 female  at  Lake  Tarpon  20  Mar  furnished  the  first  for  Pinellas  since  1895 
(K.  Ashley,  photos  to  FOC);  1 adult  male  at  Hungryland  WEA  (Martin)  24  Apr  (B.  Ah- 
ern). 
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MISSISSIPPI  Kite:  1 at  Gainesville  ( Alachua ) 3 Mar  (D.  Steadman);  30  at  Miccosukee 
Greenway  (Leon)  17  May  (S.  Strohman);  singles  at  Jacksonville  (Duval)  22  May  (E. 
Bever)  & 25  May  (B.  Tinsman). 

BALD  Eagle:  1 at  Boca  Chica  Key  23  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 pair  bred  on  a communications 
tower  at  Fleming  Island  (Clay)  this  season  (L.  McCullagh). 

SHARP-SHINNED  Hawk:  6 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

COOPER’S  Hawk:  1 at  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 pair  bred  at  Pelican  Elementary, 
Cape  Coral  (Lee)  for  the  8th  consecutive  year  (C.  Ewell). 

GREAT  Black-Hawk:  1 adult  of  the  race  urubitinga  at  Virginia  Key  all  season  (R.  Diaz, 
J.  Boyd,  photos  to  FOC;  identity  accepted  by  FOSRC). 

Red-shouldered  Hawk:  1 at  Key  West  3 Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

BROAD-WINGED  HAWK:  1 at  Stock  Island  (Monroe)  25  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

SHORT-TAILED  Hawk:  1 dark  morph  at  Ed  Stone  Park  (Volusia)  5 Mar  (M.  Brothers);  sin- 
gle dark  morphs  at  Merritt  Island  7 Mar  & 8 May  (D.  Freeland);  single  dark  morphs 
over  Lutz  (Pasco)  “a  few  times”  during  winter-9  Mar  (D.  Bowman,  photos  to  FOC)  and 
at  Lutz  (Hillsborough)  29  Mar  (K.  Fernandez-Everett);  1 at  Lake  Kissimmee  SP 
(Polk)  15  Mar  (P.  Fellers);  1 dark  morph  at  Sawgrass  Lake  Park  19-30  Mar  (S.  Patter- 
son, R.  Smith);  1 light  morph  at  Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve,  St.  Petersburg  29  Mar  (J. 
Fisher);  1 at  Stock  Island  10  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Little  Big  Econ  SF,  Christmas 
(Orange)  12  Apr  (L.  Malo);  1 dark  morph  at  Bayonet  Point  (Pasco)  18  Apr  (B.  Pranty); 
1 at  Big  Pine  (Hernando)  23  Apr  (A.  Givens,  K.  Wood);  1 white  morph  at  Sanibel  Is- 
land 3 May  (C.  Ewell);  1 light  morph  at  Lower  Suwannee  NWR  (Levy)  8 May  (B.  Ah- 
ern); 1 light  morph  at  New  Smyrna  Beach  18  May  (D.  Freeland,  M.  Gardler);  1 dark 
morph  at  Tide  Creek  WMA  (Taylor)  29  May  (B.  Ahern). 

SWAINSON’S  HAWK:  1 immature  at  Merritt  Island  NWR  5 Mar  (D.  Freeland);  1 at  Stock 
Island  10  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

RED-TAILED  Hawk:  1 Krider’s  form  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  20-23  Apr  (H.  Robinson). 

CRESTED  Caracara:  2 at  Osteen  Marshes  (Volusia)  8 Mar  (M.  Brothers);  1 nest  E of 
Geneva  (Seminole)  24  Jan  contained  2 nestlings  this  spring  (D.  Hartgrove  et  al.);  at 
least  3 pairs  bred  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  (P.  Miller). 

MERLIN:  7 at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  (Pinellas)  6 Apr  (E.  Kwater),  and  6 there  29  Apr  (D. 
Gagne);  3 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  20  Apr  (L.  Snyder  et  al.). 

PEREGRINE  Falcon:  3 at  STA-5,  15  Mar  (M.  England);  2 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  15  Apr  (L. 
Atherton  et  al.);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  23  May  (H.  Robinson). 

CLAPPER  Rail:  50  at  Hickory  Mound  Impoundment  (Taylor)  30  May  (B.  Ahern). 

SORA:  2 at  the  Sarasota  Celery  Fields  2 May  (S.  Daughtrey);  3 at  Lake  Maggiore  3 May 
(R.  Smith);  1 heard  at  Weekiwachee  Preserve  10  May  (A.  & B.  Hansen). 

Purple  Swamphen:  up  to  8 at  STA-5,  29  Mar- 17  May  (M.  England  et  al.). 

PURPLE  Gallinule:  1 at  Key  West  7 Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C. 
Goodrich);  2 along  SR-74  on  the  Palmdale  BBS  route  (Glades)  25  May  (T.  Doyle). 

AMERICAN  Coot:  1 at  sea  E of  Dry  Tortugas  NP  26  Apr  (M.  Berney). 

BLACK-BELLIED  PLOVER:  400+  at  Crandon  Beach  (Miami-Dade)  3-8  Mar  (R.  Diaz);  100  at 
Sugarloaf  Key  (Monroe)  23  Mar  (C.  Goodrich);  50  at  Werner-Boyce  Salt  Springs  SP 
(Pasco)  21  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 in  alternate  plumage  at  Springhill  Road  STF  22  May  (G. 
Menk). 

American  Golden-Plover:  5 at  Springhill  Road  STF  13  Mar  (J.  Cavanagh,  G.  Menk); 
singles  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  17  Mar  (A.  Kent)  & 28  Mar-4  Apr  (D.  Gagne  et  al.); 
1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  25  Apr  (M.  Gardler);  1 at  St.  Marks  NWR  26  Apr  (R.  Cassidy); 
1 at  Boca  Chica  Key  5 May  (C.  Goodrich). 

WILSON’S  Plover:  following  an  absence  of  decades,  7 pairs  bred  at  Santa  Rosa  Island, 
Gulf  Islands  NS  (Escambia)  28  Mar  (fide  B.  Duncan);  11  at  Werner-Boyce  Salt 
Springs  SP  21  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 active  nest  at  Hickory  Mound  Impoundment  30  May 
(B.  Ahern). 
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SEMIPALMATED  PLOVER:  100  at  Sugarloaf  Key  23  Mar  (C.  Goodrich);  65  at  Fort  Pickens, 
Gulf  Islands  NS  21  Apr  (B.  Duncan);  up  to  2 at  Hague  ( Alachua ) 26  Apr-1  May  (M. 
Manetz,  R.  Rowan);  1 at  STA-5,  17  May  (M.  England  et  al.). 

BLACK-NECKED  Stilt:  13  at  St.  Petersburg  24  Mar-3  Apr  (R.  Smith,  S.  Patterson);  15  at 
Rookery  Bay  ( Collier ) 1 May  (T.  Below);  1 at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  2 May  (D.  Gagne); 
11  at  Caxambas  Pass  6 May  (T.  Below);  40  at  Cockroach  Bay  10  May  (B.  Ahern);  1 NE 
of  Wildwood  ( Sumter ) 15  May  (C.  Black);  3 along  SR-74  on  the  Palmdale  BBS  route  25 
May  (T.  Doyle). 

AMERICAN  Avocet:  32  at  Polk  phosphate  mines  26  Mar  (P.  Fellers),  and  10  there  10  May 
(P.  Timmer,  C.  Geanangel);  5 at  Bystre  Lake  to  1 Apr  (M.  Gardler,  A.  & B.  Hansen); 
1 at  Siesta  Key  Beach  ( Sarasota ) 10  Apr,  and  4 there  21  Apr  (M.  Van  Deventer);  1 at 
Dry  Tortugas  NP  15  Apr  (L.  Felker);  3 at  St.  Marks  NWR  20  Apr  (R.  Smith,  B.  Ahern). 

Spotted  Sandpiper:  4 at  Hickory  Mound  Impoundment  30  May  (B.  Ahern). 

SOLITARY  Sandpiper:  1 at  Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve  17  Apr  (S.  Lemieux);  5 at  Seven 
Springs  (Pasco)  26  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 at  Valrico  ( Hillsborough ) 16  May  (S.  Gross). 

WlLLET:  50  Westerns  in  basic  plumage  at  Little  Estero  CWA  (Lee)  31  May  (C.  Ewell). 

Lesser  YellowlegS:  100  at  Springhill  Road  STF  13  Mar  (G.  Menk). 

UPLAND  Sandpiper:  1 at  River  Lakes  Conservation  Area  (Brevard)  10  Apr  (D.  Freeland). 

WHIMBREL:  4 at  Pinellas  Point  (Pinellas)  1 Mar  (R.  Smith);  1 at  Green  Key  9 Apr  (B. 
Pranty,  M.  Gardler),  and  2 there  24  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  8 at  Fort  Pierce  Inlet  SP  (St.  Lu- 
cie) 15  Apr  (D.  Simpson);  5 at  Jetty  Park,  Port  Canaveral  (Brevard)  16  Apr  (D.  Simp- 
son); 2 at  St.  Marks  NWR  20  Apr  (R.  Smith,  B.  Ahern);  2 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  23 
Apr  (H.  Robinson);  6 inland  at  the  Celery  Fields  2 May  (R.  Greenspun,  K.  Young  et 
al.,  photo  to  FOC);  1 at  Boca  Chica  Key  5 May  (C.  Goodrich);  4 at  Little  Estero  CWA 
10  May  (C.  Ewell);  4 at  Caxambas  Pass  19  May  (T.  Below). 

HUDSONIAN  GODWIT:  1 at  Alafia  Bank  (Hillsborough)  20  Mar  (T.  Mann). 

Marbled  Godwit:  80  at  Pinellas  Point  1 Mar  (R.  Smith). 

RUDDY  Turnstone:  6 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (Lake  & Orange)  18  May  (H.  Robinson);  7 
(2  in  alternate  plumage)  at  Little  Estero  CWA  31  May  (C.  Ewell). 

RED  KNOT:  727,  with  41  color-banded  birds  (some  from  Tierra  del  Fuego)  at  Fort  George 
Inlet  (Duval)  24  Apr-late  May  (P.  Leary);  150  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  29  Apr  (D. 
Gagne);  40  at  Bunche  Beach  (Lee)  9 May  (C.  Ewell). 

SANDERLING:  300  at  Sugarloaf  Key  23  Mar  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  7 May 
(H.  Robinson). 

SEMIPALMATED  SANDPIPER:  4300  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (Lake)  20  May  (H.  Robinson). 

White-RUMPED  SANDPIPER:  1 at  Cutler  Ridge  26  Apr  (J.  Boyd);  1 at  Tram  Road  STF  1 
May,  and  8 there  15  & 22  May  (G.  Menk);  2 at  Boca  Chica  Key  2 May  (C.  Goodrich); 
up  to  5 at  Merritt  Island  NWR  5-23  May  (D.  Freeland,  D.  Richardson);  2 at  the  Sa- 
rasota Celery  Fields  6 May  (R.  Greenspun,  K.  Young);  1 at  Seminole  Ranch  Conser- 
vation Area  10  May  (L.  Malo);  1 at  Holiday  (Pasco)  10  May,  and  2 there  14  May  (K. 
Tracey);  48  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (Lake  & Orange)  16  May  (H.  Robinson);  4 at  St. 
George  Island  (Franklin)  19  May  (R.  Cassidy);  12  at  Edgefield  Conservation  Area, 
East  Palatka  (Putnam)  22  May  (D.  Simpson);  4 at  Hickory  Mound  30  May  (B.  Ah- 
ern). 

BAIRD’S  Sandpiper:  1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  26  Apr  (M.  Gardler);  singles  at  Merritt  Island 
NWR  2-5  May  (D.  Freeland  et  al.,  details  to  FOC)  & 16-19  May  (D.  Freeland,  M. 
Gardler,  details  to  FOC). 

PECTORAL  Sandpiper:  2 at  Edgefield  Conservation  Area  10  Mar  (D.  Simpson);  1 at  Sug- 
arloaf Key  23  Mar  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Springhill  Road  STF  27  Mar  (G.  Menk). 

Purple  Sandpiper:  1 at  Fernandina  Beach  (Nassau)  22  Mar  (P.  Leary);  2 at  Ponce  de 
Leon  Inlet,  New  Smyrna  Beach  26  Mar  (M.  Brothers). 

Stilt  Sandpiper:  2 near  Williston  (Levy)  15  Mar  (B.  Ahern);  43  at  Polk  mines  26  Mar  (P. 
Fellers);  up  to  10  at  Gainesville  29  Mar-17  Apr  (P.  Burns,  P.  Laipis);  4 at  Cockroach 
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Bay  10  May  (B.  Ahern);  70  at  Merritt  Island  NWR  16  May  (D.  Freeland,  M.  Gardler); 
15  at  STA-5,  17  May  (M.  England  et  al.). 

RUFF:  1 female  at  Merritt  Island  NWR  20-26  Apr  (D.  Richardson  et  al.,  photos  to  FOC  by 
D.  Bales). 

SHORT-BILLED  Dowitcher:  1500  at  Dunedin  Causeway  28  Mar  (M.  Gardler);  8 (7  in  ba- 
sic plumage)  at  Little  Estero  CWA  31  May  (C.  Ewell). 

Long-billed  Dowitcher:  7 at  Bystre  Lake  1 Mar  (M.  Gardler);  1000+  at  STA-5,  1 Mar 
(M.  England  et  al.);  228  at  Polk  mines  26  Mar  (P.  Fellers);  10  at  St.  Petersburg  8 May 
(R.  Smith). 

WILSON’S  Snipe:  1 at  Key  West  7 Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

AMERICAN  Woodcock:  1 pair  with  3 chicks  at  Tate’s  Hell  SF  ( Franklin ) 30  Mar  (J.  Mur- 
phy). 

WILSON’S  Phalarope:  1 female  at  St.  Marks  NWR  19  Apr  (C.  Borg). 

FRANKLIN’S  Gull:  1 first-winter  at  the  Santa  Rosa  Landfill  10  Apr  (B.  Duncan);  1 sub- 
adult at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  20-28  May  (H.  Robinson). 

*BLACK-HEADED  GULL:  1 at  Merritt  Island  NWR  26  Apr-2  May  (R.  Geisler,  C.  Newton  et 

al.). 

BONAPARTE’S  Gull:  1 second-year  bird  at  Merritt  Island  NWR  ( Brevard ) 2 May  (C.  New- 
ton). 

^CALIFORNIA  Gull:  1 first-winter  bird  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  to  6 Mar  (M.  Brothers). 

Herring  Gull  x Glaucous  Gull:  1 at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  6 Mar  (M.  Brothers);  1 at 
Boca  Chica  Key  21  Mar  (C.  Goodrich). 

*Thayer’S  Gull:  1 at  Central  Disposal  Facility,  Cocoa  ( Brevard ) 3-6  Mar  (A.  Bankert). 

LESSER  Black-backed  Gull:  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  2 Mar  (H.  Robinson);  1 adult  at 
St.  Marks  NWR  14  Mar  (B.  Bergstrom);  1 second-year  bird  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP 
15  Mar  (R.  Smith);  1 adult  at  Sanibel  Island  (Lee)  18  Mar  (J.  Greenlaw);  21  at  Sugar- 
loaf  Key  23  Mar  (C.  Goodrich);  26  (17  adults)  at  Crandon  Beach  25  Mar,  and  29  (1 
adult)  there  13  May  (R.  Diaz);  1 adult  at  Santa  Rosa  Landfill  2 & 10  Apr,  1 third-win- 
ter bird  there  10  Apr,  and  1 first-summer  there  23  Apr  (B.  Duncan);  1 second-year 
bird  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  26  Apr  (M.  Gardler). 

GLAUCOUS  Gull:  1 at  Key  West  to  8 Mar  (C.  Goodrich);  1 first-winter  bird  at  Daytona 
Beach  Shores  9 & 13  Mar  (M.  Brothers);  1 first-winter  at  Pensacola  Bay  ( Escambia ) 

27  Mar-7  Apr  (B.  and  L.  Duncan);  1 first-winter  bird  at  St.  George  Island  29  Apr  (J. 
Cavanagh). 

BLACK  Noddy:  1 immature  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  this  season  (M.  Gardler,  B.  Mulrooney  et 
al.). 

SOOTY  Tern:  1 on  the  beach  at  Cape  Canaveral  15  May  (D.  Freeland). 

LEAST  Tern:  5 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  25  Mar  (M.  Brothers);  2 at  Honeymoon  Island  SP 

28  Mar  (M.  Korosy);  60  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  10  May  (J.  Peterson);  95  nests  and  4 
chicks  at  Little  Estero  CWA  31  May  (C.  Ewell). 

GULL-BILLED  Tern:  several  pairs  at  Fort  George  Inlet  courted  in  early  Apr  (P.  Leary);  1 
at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  23  Apr  (C.  Gjervold). 

CASPIAN  Tern:  120  at  Polk  mines  26  Mar  (P.  Fellers);  25  at  STA-5,  29  Mar  (M.  England 
et  al.);  140  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  ( Orange ) 25  Apr  (H.  Robinson),  and  80  there  (Lake) 
10  May  (C.  Pierce). 

BLACK  Tern:  2 at  Cockroach  Bay  10-18  May  (B.  Ahern);  up  to  3 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA 
25  May-EOS  (H.  Robinson);  1 in  alternate  plumage  at  Caxambas  Pass  30  May  (T.  Be- 
low). 

Roseate  Tern:  20  at  Key  West  2 May  (C.  Goodrich). 

COMMON  Tern:  1 at  Key  West  2 May  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  4 May,  and 
up  to  5 there  14  May-EOS  (H.  Robinson);  2 (1  in  alternate  plumage)  at  Little  Estero 
CWA  24  May  (C.  Ewell). 
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ARCTIC  Tern:  1 at  Jupiter  Inlet  ( Palm  Beach ) 29-30  Apr  (J.  & L.  Hailman);  1 adult  24  km 
SSW  of  Summerland  Key  10  May  (B.  Mulrooney,  details  to  FOC). 

ROYAL  Tern:  1 at  Gainesville  9 Mar  (P.  Laipis);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  20  May  (H.  Rob- 
inson). 

SANDWICH  Tern:  3 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  28  May  (H.  Robinson). 

BLACK  SKIMMER:  95  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  {Lake  & Orange ) 9 May  (H.  Robinson);  575  at 
Polk  mines  10  May  (P.  Timmer,  C.  Geanangel);  160  at  STA-5,  17  May  (M.  England  et 
al.). 

^Razorbill:  1 found  dead  at  Vero  Beach  {Indian  River ) 6 Apr  {fide  B.  Wagner,  specimen 
toFLMNH). 

WHITE-WINGED  Dove:  1 at  St.  George  Island  13  Apr  (J.  Murphy);  1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP 
17  Apr  (L.  Felker);  1 at  St.  Marks  NWR  28  Apr  (D.  Morrow);  1 at  Apollo  Beach  ( Hills- 
borough) 18  May  (B.  Ahern);  2 at  Green  Key  29  May-EOS  (K.  Tracey  et  al.). 

MONK  Parakeet:  1 at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  ( Okeechobee ) 2-3  Apr  (P.  Miller). 

BLACK-HOODED  Parakeet:  2 at  Parrish  {Manatee)  17  Apr  (B.  Ahern);  1 at  the  S side  of 
Matanzas  Inlet  {St.  Johns)  28  May  (B.  Pranty). 

Blue-crowned  Parakeet:  2 at  Anna  Maria  Island  {Manatee)  26  May  (R.  Morris). 

PEACH-FACED  Lovebird:  5 (2  adults  and  at  least  2 juveniles)  avicultural  morphs  at  Or- 
lando {Orange)  29  May-EOS  (C.  Catron  et  al.,  photos  to  FOC  by  R.  Geisler). 

BLACK-BILLED  Cuckoo:  1 at  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  SP,  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at 
Tequesta  {Martin)  25  Apr  (D.  Freeland). 

YELLOW-BILLED  Cuckoo:  1 at  Alachua  {Alachua)  27  Mar  (J.  DeLuca);  4 at  Key  West  6 
Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

Smooth-billed  Ani:  1 at  Virginia  Key  17  May  {fide  R.  Diaz). 

Barn  Owl:  1 at  the  former  Toytown  Dump,  St.  Petersburg  18  Apr  (R.  Smith);  1 at  Three 
Lakes  WMA  {Osceola)  17  May  (P.  Fellers);  pairs  occupied  three  boxes  at  the  Sarasota 
Celery  Fields  (K.  Young,  R.  Greenspun);  1 pair  bred  in  a pole  barn  at  Kissimmee  Prai- 
rie Preserve  SP  (P.  Miller). 

BARRED  OWL:  1 at  Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve  to  4 Apr  (R.  Smith  et  al.);  1 pair  attacked 
a breeding  pair  of  Pileated  Woodpeckers  at  their  nest  at  Lutz  {Pasco)  9 Apr  (D.  Bow- 
man, photos  to  FOC). 

SHORT-EARED  Owl:  1 at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  30  Mar  (D.  Steadman);  2 at  Dry  Tor- 
tugas NP  this  season  (M.  Gardler). 

Chuck-WILL’S-WIDOW:  20  in  song  at  Blackwater  SF  {Santa  Rosa)  20  May  (P.  Baker,  J. 
Lloyd). 

Chimney  Swift:  450  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  15  Apr  (H.  Robinson). 

CHAETURA  SPECIES:  1 flew  NE  over  Winter  Park  22  Mar  (B.  Anderson). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird:  18  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  29  Apr  (D.  Gagne);  20  at 
Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  25  at  Key  West  30  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 female 
along  Loop  Road,  9 km  S of  Monroe  Station  {Collier)  20  May  (T.  Doyle). 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker:  1 at  Little  Big  Econ  SF,  Geneva  {Seminole)  10  May  (R. 
Halpin). 

HAIRY  Woodpecker:  1 at  Dupuis  WEA  {Martin)  24  Apr  (B.  Ahern);  1 at  Paynes  Prairie 
Preserve  SP  23  May  (J.  Hintermister). 

EASTERN  Wood-PeweE:  4 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  29  Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  al.). 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher:  1 at  Cape  Canaveral  17  Apr  (D.  Freeland,  details  to 
FOC). 

ACADIAN  FLYCATCHER:  1 at  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  SP,  Key  West  30  Apr  (C.  Goodrich,  B. 
Mulrooney);  1 at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  {Miami-Dade)  11  May  (R.  Diaz);  1 at 
Cape  Canaveral  24  May  (D.  Freeland). 

LEAST  Flycatcher:  1 seen  and  heard  at  Key  West  1 May  (C.  Goodrich). 

*Say’s  Phoebe:  1 near  Astatula  {Lake)  to  22  Mar  (D.  Reed  et  al.). 
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Ash-throated  Flycatcher:  1 at  Ferndale  Preserve  (Lake)  14  Mar  (G.  Quigley);  1 at 
Lake  Apopka  NSRA  21-30  Mar,  and  3 there  13  Apr  (H.  Robinson). 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher:  1 at  O’Leno  SP  ( Columbia ) 16  Mar  (P.  Burns). 

^Tropical  Kingbird:  1 at  Pensacola  Airport  ( Escambia ) 30  May  (P.  McLeod,  details  to 
FOC). 

*CASSIN’S  KINGBIRD:  1 continued  at  Deer  Fence  Canal  ( Hendry ) to  2 Mar  (M.  Berney  et 
al.). 

WESTERN  KINGBIRD:  67  at  The  Villages  ( Marion ) 1 Mar,  and  1 there  to  9 May  (J.  Dins- 
more);  10  at  STA-5,  1 Mar  (M.  England  et  ah);  1 at  Blountstown  ( Jackson ) 3 Mar  (L. 
Atherton);  1 at  Cocoa  9 Mar  (D.  Freeland);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  to  25  Mar  (L.  Atherton 
et  al.);  4 at  Venice  Airport  ( Sarasota ) 24  Mar  (R.  Oren  et  al.);  1 E of  Brooksville  25-31 
Mar  (M.  Gardler);  1 at  Cockroach  Bay  26  Mar- 16  Apr  (B.  Ahern);  15  at  Lake  Apopka 
NSRA  28  Mar  (H.  Robinson),  and  1 there  to  10  May  (J.  Peterson);  2 at  Key  West  to  23 
Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Green  Key  24  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 at  Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve 
3 May  (R.  Smith);  singles  at  Gulf  Breeze  7 & 14  May  (B.  and  L.  Duncan). 

EASTERN  Kingbird:  1 at  Alachua  20  Mar  (P.  Burns);  1 at  Venice  Airport  ( Sarasota ) 24 
Mar  (R.  Oren  et  al.);  1 at  Cockroach  Bay  26  Mar  (B.  Ahern). 

GRAY  Kingbird:  1 at  Gulf  Breeze  20  Mar  established  the  earliest  report  for  the  W Pan- 
handle by  four  days  (B.  Duncan);  2 at  Venice  Airport  24  Mar  (R.  Oren  et  al.);  1 at  St. 
Marks  NWR  25  Mar  (M.  Madsen);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  25  Mar  (R.  Harris);  12  at 
Honeymoon  Island  SP  29  Apr  (D.  Gagne);  1 at  Springhill  Road  STF  30  Apr-8  May  (R. 
Cassidy  et  al.);  1 at  Tallahassee  16-23  May  (L.  Eblew);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  20 
May  (H.  Robinson). 

^Loggerhead  Kingbird:  1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  14-22  Mar  (L.  Neish,  L.  Manfredi  et  al., 
photos  to  FOC). 

SCISSOR-TAILED  FLYCATCHER:  2 at  The  Villages  (Marion)  1 Mar,  and  1 there  to  10  Apr  (J. 
Dinsmore);  1 at  STA-5,  8 Mar  (M.  England);  1 along  Cockroach  Bay  Road  to  12  Mar 
(B.  Ahern);  1 at  Gulf  Breeze  7 Apr  (B.  Duncan);  1 at  Tierra  Verde  11  Apr  (fide  R. 
Smith);  1 at  Weeki  Wachee  (Hernando)  15  Apr  (M.  Gardler);  1 at  Cedar  Key  23  Apr 
(D.  Henderson);  2 at  Key  West  to  23  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  26 
Apr  (J.  Miller). 

YELLOW-THROATED  VlREO:  1 in  song  at  Pinecraft  Park  10  Mar-3  Apr  (R.  Greenspun);  sin- 
gles at  Key  West  28  Mar,  30  Apr,  & 1 May  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  29 
Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  al.). 

Blue-headed  Vireo:  18  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  2 Mar  (H.  Robinson);  1 in  song  at  St. 

Marks  NWR  20  Apr  (B.  Ahern,  R.  Smith). 

Red-eyed  Vireo:  20  at  Chassahowitzka  WMA  (Hernando)  26  Apr  (B.  Ahern). 
*YELLOW-GREEN  VlREO:  1 at  the  Stock  Island  Botanical  Garden  23  Apr  (M.  Gardler,  C. 
Goodrich). 

Black-whiskered  Vireo:  1 at  Key  West  22  Mar  (C.  Goodrich). 

FLORIDA  SCRUB- JAY:  none  for  the  third  consecutive  year  along  the  Palmdale  BBS  route 
(Charlotte  & Glades)  25  May  (T.  Doyle). 

Tree  SWALLOW:  650  at  Fort  Island  Beach  (Citrus)  22  Apr  (J.  Dinsmore). 

Northern  rough-winged  Swallow:  1 fed  4 fledglings  at  Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve  17 
May  (L.  Atherton). 

Bank  SWALLOW:  1 at  Bald  Point  8 Mar  (J.  Murphy);  2 at  Estiffanulga  (Liberty)  6 Apr  (D. 
Simpson);  1 at  Key  West  7 Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  20  at  Seven  Springs  22  Apr  (K  Tracey); 
2 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  25  May  (H.  Robinson). 

CLIFF  Swallow:  singles  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  24  Mar  and  13  & 25  Apr  (H.  Robinson); 
2 at  Estiffanulga  6 Apr  (D.  Simpson);  8 at  Hopkins  Landing,  Lake  Talquin  (Gadsden) 
6 Apr  (D.  Simpson);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  20  Apr  (L.  Snyder  et  al.). 

CAVE  Swallow:  16  Mexican  race  at  Harold  A.  Campbell  Public  Use  Area  (Palm  Beach) 
2 Mar  (M.  Berney);  2 at  Merritt  Island  NWR  5 Mar  (D.  Freeland);  1 Mexican  race  at 
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Bald  Point  9 Mar  (J.  Murphy);  1 at  STA-5,  15  Mar  (M.  England  et  al.);  up  to  6 at  Key 
West  26  Mar-8  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Fort  Lauderdale  ( Broward ) 27  Mar  (R.  Titus); 
1 at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  28  Mar  (D.  Gagne);  singles  at  Gulf  Breeze  1 & 10  Apr  (B. 
Duncan);  8 at  Yamato  Scrub  {Palm  Beach)  7 Apr  (R.  Titus);  1 in  Okaloosa  14  Apr  (K. 
Jones);  1 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 Mexican  race  at  Lake  Apopka 
NSRA  18  May  (H.  Robinson). 

BARN  Swallow:  1 at  Lake  Maggiore  1 Mar  (R.  Smith);  11  at  Green  Key  10  Apr  (K. 
Tracey);  100  at  Seven  Springs  22  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 migrant  24  km  S of  Summerland 
Key  10  May  (B.  Mulrooney). 

Carolina  Chickadee:  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  1 Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  al,  photos  to  FOC). 
White-breasted  Nuthatch:  1 in  Walton  10  May  (J.  Wyatt). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch:  1 at  Gainesville  18  Apr  (I.  Hood). 

Brown-headed  Nuthatch:  2 at  Blackwater  Creek  Preserve  ( Hillsborough ) 29  Mar  (B. 
Ahern). 

BROWN  Creeper:  1 with  a “dark  cinnamon  rump”  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  20  Apr  (D.  Davies 
et  al.,  photos  to  FOC  by  L.  Atherton). 

HOUSE  Wren:  1 at  Green  Key  26  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 in  song  at  Three  Lakes  WMA  (Os- 
ceola) 3 May  (B.  Ahern). 

SEDGE  Wren:  6 in  song  at  Fort  Pickens,  Gulf  Islands  NS  16  Apr  (B.  Duncan). 

MARSH  Wren:  12  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  29  Mar  (M.  Gardler). 

*Townsend’S  Solitaire  ( Myadestes  townsendi ):  1 in  second-year  plumage  at  Genius 
Drive  Nature  Preserve,  Winter  Park  ( Orange ) 9 & 13  Mar  (C.  Catron,  A.  Bankert,  B. 
Anderson  et  al.,  photos  to  FOC  by  L.  Atherton  and  B.  Pranty)  furnished  the  first  Flor- 
ida record. 

VEERY:  6 at  Green  Key  29  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  4 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  29  Apr  (L.  Atherton  et 
al.);  1 at  Lower  Suwannee  NWR  (Levy)  8 May  (B.  Ahern). 

Gray-CHEEKED  Thrush:  1 at  Green  Key  29  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  3 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  29 
Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  al.);  10  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

HERMIT  Thrush:  singles  at  Key  West  8,  9,  & 25  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park 
24-26  Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  al.);  2 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

WOOD  Thrush:  3 in  song  at  Tall  Timbers  20  Apr  (R.  Smith,  B.  Ahern);  2 at  Honeymoon 
Island  23  Apr,  and  1 there  2 May  (D.  Gagne);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  29  Apr  (L.  Ather- 
ton et  al.). 

American  Robin:  1 at  Gainesville  19  May  (S.  Goodman). 

GRAY  CATBIRD:  30  at  Sawgrass  Lake  Park  6 Apr  (D.  & L.  Margeson);  172  at  Lake  Apopka 
NSRA  7 Apr  (H.  Robinson);  32  at  Green  Key  25  Apr  (K.  Tracey). 

NORTHERN  Mockingbird:  1 stub-tailed  fledgling  at  Branford  (Suwannee)  30  Mar  (R. 
Rowan). 

SPRAGUE’S  Pipit:  1 at  Apalachicola  (Franklin)  15  Mar  (J.  Murphy). 

CEDAR  WAXWING:  40  at  Ruskin  12  Apr  (B.  Ahern);  20  at  Altamonte  Springs  (Seminole)  21 
May  (G.  Bretz). 

BLUE-WINGED  Warbler:  1 at  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  SP,  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 
Golden-winged  Warbler:  1 male  at  St.  Marks  NWR  19  Apr  (C.  Borg). 

Nashville  Warbler:  1 at  Key  West  6 May  (C.  Goodrich). 

NORTHERN  PARULA:  26  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  9 Mar  (R.  Diaz). 

Yellow  Warbler:  1 female  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  23  Mar  (R.  Diaz). 
CHESTNUT-SIDED  Warbler:  1 male  sang  at  Lakes  Park,  Fort  Myers  2 May  (W.  Winton). 
MAGNOLIA  WARBLER:  1 at  Harry  P.  Leu  Botanical  Gardens,  Orlando  25  Apr  (J.  Thorn- 
ton); 3 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Lori  Wilson  Park,  Cocoa  13 
May  (C.  Newton);  1 male  at  Bayard  Conservation  Area  (Clay)  21  May  (L.  McCul- 
lagh). 

CAPE  may  Warbler:  1 at  Green  Key  9 Apr  (B.  Pranty),  and  53  there  25  Apr  (K.  Tracey); 
25  at  Key  West  22  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  33  at  Honeymoon  Island  23  Apr  (D.  Gagne);  10 
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at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  16  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  30  Apr  (H.  Rob- 
inson). 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler:  1 at  Green  Key  30  Mar  (K.  Tracey,  M.  Gardler),  and 
41  there  25  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 at  Gainesville  5 Apr  (J.  Kanipe);  15  at  Lake  Apopka 
NSRA  30  Apr  (H.  Robinson). 

Yellow-RUMPED  WARBLER:  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  24  Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  al.);  1 at  Key 
West  30  Apr-1  May  (C.  Goodrich). 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler:  singles  at  Key  West  16  Mar,  6, 10,  & 30  Apr,  and  1- 
6 May  (C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Gainesville  22  Mar  (R.  Robinson);  2 at  Pinecraft  Park  24 
Mar  (R.  Oren  et  al.);  1 at  the  Sarasota  Celery  Fields  4 Apr  (S.  Daughtrey);  1 male  at 
Fort  George  Island  {Duval)  20  Apr  (R.  Clark);  2 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  27  Apr  (C.  New- 
ton et  al.). 

Yellow-throated  Warbler:  2 at  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

PRAIRIE  Warbler:  1 male  at  Jupiter  Inlet  Colony  16  Mar  (J.  & L.  Hailman);  1 at  Talla- 
hassee 18  Mar  (F.  Rutkovsky);  60  at  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  SP,  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goo- 
drich); 62  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  9 Apr  (R.  Diaz);  15  at  Green  Key  10  & 25  Apr 
(K.  Tracey). 

Palm  Warbler:  80  at  Green  Key  30  Mar  (K.  Tracey,  M.  Gardler);  500+  at  Fort  Zachary 
Taylor  SP,  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  100  at  Honeymoon  Island  23  Apr  (D. 
Gagne). 

Bay-breasted  Warbler:  1 partially  melanistic  male  at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  25  Apr  (C. 
Goodrich);  1 at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  29  Apr  (D.  Gagne);  1 male  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park 
29  Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  ah);  singles  at  Key  West  30  Apr  & 1-6  May  (C.  Goodrich). 

Blackpoll  WARBLER:  1 male  at  Green  Key  9 Apr  (M.  Gardler),  142  there  25  Apr,  and 
168  on  1 May  (K.  Tracey);  50  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  26-27  Apr  (C.  Newton  et  ah);  100 
at  Sebastian  Inlet  SP  {Indian  River)  13  May  (D.  Simpson);  72  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Flor- 
ida SP  13  May  (R.  Diaz);  1 at  Fort  Lauderdale  27  May  (R.  Titus). 

BLACK-AND-WHITE  Warbler:  11  at  Green  Key  25  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  10  at  Fort  De  Soto 
Park  26  Apr  (C.  Newton  et  ah);  1 male  in  song  at  Richloam  Tract,  Withlacoochee  SF 
{Sumter)  1 May  (B.  Ahern);  1 at  Altamonte  Springs  25  May  (G.  Bretz). 

American  Redstart:  1 at  Bull  Creek  WMA  {Osceola)  18  Apr  (B.  Ahern);  25  at  Key  West 
6 May  (C.  Goodrich);  28  at  Green  Key  7 May  (K.  Tracey);  1 at  Three  Lakes  WMA  17 
May  (P.  Fellers);  1 at  Altamonte  Springs  23  May  (G.  Bretz). 

Prothonotary  Warbler:  1 at  North  Lido  Key  13  Mar  (R.  Greenspun);  3 at  Key  West  6 
Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  at  least  8 males  in  song  at  Lower  Suwannee  NWR  {Levy)  8 May  (B. 
Ahern). 

WORM-EATING  Warbler:  1 early  migrant  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  5 Mar  (R.  Diaz); 
1 at  Gainesville  3 Apr  (P.  Burns);  20  at  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  4 at  Fort  De 
Soto  Park  10  Apr  (L.  Felker);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  30  Apr  (H.  Robinson). 

SWAINSON’S  WARBLER:  2 at  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  SP,  Key  West  6 Apr,  and  1 there  8 Apr 
(C.  Goodrich);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  18  Apr  (H.  Robinson);  1 at  Cedar  Key  Museum 
SP  {Levy)  26  Apr  (D.  Henderson);  3 in  song  along  CR-356  {Taylor)  30  May  (B.  Ahern). 

OVENBIRD:  4 at  Annutteliga  Hammock  {Hernando)  6 Mar  (B.  Ahern);  25  at  Key  West  6 
Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  12  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  26-27  Apr  (C.  Newton  et  ah). 

Northern  Waterthrush:  1 at  River  Lakes  Conservation  Area  24  Mar  (D,  Freeland);  1 
at  Dunedin  Hammock  {Pinellas)  28  Mar  (M.  Gardler);  10  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  26  Apr 
(C.  Newton  et  ah);  6 at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  29  Apr  (D.  Gagne);  23  at  Bill  Baggs 
Cape  Florida  SP  13  May  (R.  Diaz). 

Louisiana  Waterthrush:  1 at  O’Leno  SP  9 Mar  (P.  Burns);  1 at  Spring  Hill  21  Mar  (B. 
Hansen). 

Kentucky  Warbler:  singles  at  Key  West  6,  7,  & 10  Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  1 pair  returned 
to  the  precise  spot  used  in  2007  at  Snipe  Island  Unit,  Big  Bend  WMA  {Taylor)  20  Apr 
(B.  Ahern,  R.  Smith);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  22  Apr  (L.  Atherton);  1 at  Lake  Apopka 
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NSRA  25  Apr  (H.  Robinson);  1 along  Burnt  Bridge  Road  ( Citrus ) 26  Apr  (B.  Ahern);  1 
at  Maitland  ( Orange ) 27  Apr  (B.  Sicolo  et  al.). 

CONNECTICUT  Warbler:  1 adult  at  Wilton  Manors  ( Broward ) 30  Apr  (R.  Titus);  1 at 
Lakes  Park,  Fort  Myers  2 May  (W.  Winton,  V.  McGrath);  1 at  Key  West  6 May  (C. 
Goodrich);  1 at  Snyder  Park,  Fort  Lauderdale  7 May  (R.  Titus);  1 at  Fort  Pierce  Inlet 
SP  (St.  Lucie ) 11  May  (D.  Simpson);  up  to  2 at  Lori  Wilson  Park,  Cocoa  ( Brevard ) 11- 
13  May  (D.  Richardson,  C.  Newton  et  al.);  2 at  Evergreen  Cemetery  (Broward)  13 
May  (M.  Berney);  2 at  Hugh  Taylor  Birch  SP  (Broward)  13  May  (M.  Berney);  singles 
at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  13  & 15  May  (R.  Diaz). 

*MacGillivray’S  Warbler:  1 adult  male  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  22-23  Apr  (P.  Timmer  et 
al.,  photos  to  FOS  by  L.  Atherton). 

HOODED  Warbler:  3 at  San  Felasco  Hammock  Preserve  SP  22  Mar  (A.  Kent);  6 at  Fort 
De  Soto  Park  23  Mar  (R.  Smith);  15  at  Key  West  6 Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

WILSON’S  WARBLER:  1 at  St.  George  Island  19  Apr  (J.  Murphy);  1 at  St.  Marks  NWR  27 
Apr  (R.  Cassidy);  1 at  Lori  Wilson  Park  13  May  (C.  Newton). 

Canada  Warbler:  1 male  at  St.  Marks  NWR  4 May  (R.  Cassidy). 

YELLOW-BREASTED  Chat:  1 at  Crystal  River  Preserve  SP  (Citrus)  11  Apr  (A.  & B. 
Hansen);  1 in  song  near  Lake  Poinsett  (Brevard)  8 May-EOS  (A.  Bankert  et  al.);  4 at 
Spring  Creek  Unit,  Big  Bend  WMA  30  May  (B.  Ahern). 

Bananaquit:  1 at  Hollywood  (Broward)  to  5 Mar  (L.  Manfredi). 

Red-capped  Cardinal:  1 again  at  Plantation  (Broward)  10  May  (B.  Dewitt,  photo  to 
FOC). 

SCARLET  Tanager:  single  males  in  song  at  Tallahassee  26  Apr  & 7 May  (G.  Menk);  1 fe- 
male at  Cape  Canaveral  24  May  (D.  Freeland). 

WESTERN  Tanager:  1 male  at  Genius  Drive  Nature  Preserve  13  Mar  (B.  Anderson,  B. 
Pranty  et  al.,  photos  to  FOC);  1 male  at  Tallahassee  to  22  Apr  (F.  Rutkovsky). 

Bachman’S  Sparrow:  4 along  SR-74  (Charlotte  & Glades)  25  May,  compared  to  20-27 
birds  seen  during  1988-1991  (T.  Doyle). 

CHIPPING  Sparrow:  15  at  Goethe  SF  (Levy)  15  Mar  (B.  Ahern);  2 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA 
13  Apr  (H.  Robinson). 

CLAY-COLORED  Sparrow:  2 at  Cape  Canaveral  Air  Station  (Brevard)  11  Mar  (T.  Dunker- 
ton);  1 at  Lake  City  (Columbia)  15-16  Mar  (P.  Burns);  2 at  the  Sarasota  Celery  Fields 
17  Apr  (R.  Greenspun,  K.  Young  et  al.). 

FIELD  Sparrow:  1 at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  10  Apr  (P.  Miller)  furnished  the 
first  for  Okeechobee. 

SAVANNAH  Sparrow:  3 at  Seven  Springs  26  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 at  Patrick  Air  Force  Base 
(Brevard)  20  May  (D.  Freeland). 

“FLORIDA”  Grasshopper  Sparrow:  84  singing  males  detected  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Pre- 
serve SP  (P.  Miller). 

HENSLOW’S  SPARROW:  at  least  3 in  song  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  in  early  Apr 
(P.  Miller);  1 at  Three  Lakes  WMA  3 May  (B.  Ahern). 

Saltmarsh  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow:  1 at  Weekiwachee  Preserve  13  Mar  (K.  Tracey,  M. 
Gardler,  photo  to  FOC). 

Seaside  SPARROW:  10  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  29  Mar  (M.  Gardler);  20  in  song  at  Hick- 
ory Mound  (Taylor)  30  May  (B.  Ahern). 

LINCOLN’S  Sparrow:  1 at  Gulf  Breeze  15  Apr  (B.  & L.  Duncan);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  3 
May  (C.  Newton  et  al.);  1 at  Roosevelt  Wetlands,  St.  Petersburg  3 May  (D.  Margeson). 

SWAMP  Sparrow:  1 at  Green  Key  23  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  to  14  May 
(H.  Robinson). 

WHITE-CROWNED  SPARROW:  1 adult  at  Ferndale  Preserve,  Astatula  (Lake)  19  Apr  (J.  Ste- 
fancic). 

ROSE-BREASTED  Grosbeak:  1 female  at  Alligator  Point  1 Mar  (J.  Murphy);  1 male  molt- 
ing into  alternate  plumage  at  Southern  Glades  WEA  (Miami-Dade)  28  Mar  (R.  Diaz) 
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probably  wintered;  12  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  29  Apr  (D.  Gagne);  5 at  Fort  De  Soto 
Park  29  Apr  (L.  Atherton  et  al.);  5 at  Dry  Tortugas  NP  29  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

BLUE  Grosbeak:  1 at  River  Lakes  Conservation  Area  24  Mar  (D,  Freeland). 

* LAZULI  Bunting:  1 male  continued  at  Alva  (Lee)  to  20  Mar  (L.  & L.  White  et  al.). 
INDIGO  Bunting:  1 at  Bill  Raggs  Cape  Florida  SP  5 Mar  (R.  Diaz);  1 at  Gainesville  8-9 
Mar  (M.  Manetz);  20  at  Key  West  7 Apr  (C.  Goodrich);  16  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  29 
Apr  (D.  Gagne). 

PAINTED  Bunting:  up  to  3 at  Sarasota  to  22  Mar  (J.  Dubi);  3 in  Alachua  22-24  Mar  (D. 
Werner,  C.  Lockwood,  L.  Terry);  2 males  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  18  Apr  (L.  Atherton  et 
al.);  2 at  Key  West  23  Apr  (C.  Goodrich). 

DlCKCISSEL:  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  18  Apr-2  May  (H.  Robinson);  1 male  at  Fort  De 
Soto  Park  29  Apr  (L.  Atherton,  D.  Bales  et  al.). 

BOBOLINK:  2000  at  STA-5,  26  Apr,  and  50  there  17  May  (M.  England  et  al.);  468  at  Green 
Key  30  Apr  (K.  Tracey);  16,550  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  30  Apr  (H.  Robinson);  300  at 
the  Sarasota  Celery  Fields  2 May  (R.  Greenspun,  K.  Young  et  al.);  1 or  more  in  man- 
groves at  Ten  Thousand  Islands  NWR  ( Collier ) 26-28  May  (T.  Doyle). 
YELLOW-HEADED  Blackbird:  1 second-year  male  at  Winter  Park  13-27  Mar  (J.  Dubi  et 
al.,  photos  to  FOC  by  A.  Boyle);  1 adult  male  at  The  Villages  ( Sumter ) 29  Mar  (G. 
Babic,  P.  Nistico,  photos  to  FOC);  1 second-year  male  at  Eagle  Lakes  Park,  Naples  24 
Apr  (B.  Mulrooney). 

SHINY  Cowbird:  2 males  at  Flamingo,  Everglades  NP  13  Apr  (L.  Felker),  and  1 there  26 
Apr  (B.  Pranty  et  ah);  1 male  at  Green  Cay  Wetlands,  Delray  Beach  (Palm  Beach ) 21 
Apr  (M.  Gardler);  1 male  in  song  at  Cedar  Key  25  May  (D.  Henderson). 

BRONZED  Cowbird:  2 displaying  males  and  4 females  at  Eagle  Lakes  Park,  Naples  22 
Mar  (B.  Jones);  1 male  at  Pensacola  6 Apr  (A.  and  D.  Forster);  1 adult  male  at  Cedar 
Key  5 May  (D.  Henderson). 

ORCHARD  Oriole:  8 at  St.  Marks  NWR  20  Apr  (B.  Ahern,  R.  Smith);  17  at  Lake  Apopka 
NSRA  30  May  (H.  Robinson). 

*Bullock5S  Oriole:  1 male  at  Tallahassee  26-31  Mar  (A.  Roche). 

HOUSE  Finch:  6,  including  3 males  (one  red,  one  orange,  and  one  yellow),  2 females,  and 
one  begging  fledgling  at  Brandon  6 Apr  (D.  Goodwin);  10  at  Siesta  Key  30  May  (T. 
Mossbarger). 

PINE  SISKIN:  1 at  Chinsegut  Nature  Center  (Hernando)  to  5 Mar  (A.  & B.  Hansen). 
AMERICAN  Goldfinch:  1 in  Wakulla  22  May  (L.  Reynolds);  1 at  Lake  City  25  May  (J. 
Ault). 

Contributors:  Brian  Ahem,  Bruce  Anderson,  Carol  & Ray  Ascherfeld,  Kristine 
Ashley,  Lyn  Atherton,  John  Ault,  Gary  Babic,  Peggy  Baker,  Danny  Bales,  Andy 
Bankert,  Theodore  Below,  Brad  Bergstrom,  Mark  Berney,  Emily  Bever,  Clay  Black, 
Chris  Borg,  David  Bowman,  John  Boyd,  Andrew  Boyle,  Greg  Bretz,  Michael  Brothers, 
Patricia  Bums,  Rodney  Cassidy,  Cecie  Catron,  Jim  Cavanagh,  Roger  Clark,  Michael 
Collins,  Susan  Daughtrey,  Deborah  Davies,  John  DeLuea,  Barbara  Dewitt,  Robin  Diaz, 
Bryant  Diersing,  James  Dinsmore,  Terry  Doyle,  Jeanne  Dubi,  Bob  Duncan,  Lucy  Dun- 
can, Tom  Dunkerton,  Lydia  Eblew,  Margaret  England,  Charlie  Ewell,  Kris  Fernandez- 
Everett,  Linda  Felker,  Paul  Fellers,  Judy  Fisher,  Ann  & Dan  Forster,  David  Freeland, 
Dave  Gagne,  Murray  Gardler,  Chuck  Geanangel,  Reinhard  Geisler,  Aaron  Givens, 
Colin  Gjervold,  Steven  Goodman,  Carl  Goodrich,  David  Goodwin,  Phil  Goodyear,  Jon 
Greenlaw,  Rick  Greenspun,  Steven  Gross,  Jack  & Liz  Hailman,  Roy  Halpin,  Al  & Bev 
Hansen,  Rosemary  Harris,  David  Hartgrove,  Dale  Henderson,  Michael  Hill,  John  Hin- 
termister,  Ian  Hood,  Bill  Jones,  Kelly  Jones,  Jeff  Kanipe,  Les  Kelly,  Adam  Kent,  Mari- 
anne Korosy,  Ed  Kwater,  Phil  Laipis,  Andy  Lantz,  Patrick  Leary,  Syd  Lemieux,  Jan 
Lloyd,  Cecelia  Lockwood,  Malcolm  Madsen,  Dave  Maitland,  Lome  Malo,  Mike  Manetz, 
Larry  Manfredi,  Tim  Mann,  Don  & Lorraine  Margeson,  Anita  Marshall,  Lenore  McCul- 
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lagh,  Vince  McGrath,  Powers  McLeod,  Gail  Menk,  Cheryl  Metzger,  Jeff  Miller,  Paul 
Miller,  Trey  Mitchell,  Liz  & Terry  Morgan,  Roy  Morris,  Tina  Mossbarger,  Herman 
Moulden,  Brennan  Mulrooney,  John  Murphy,  Laure  Neish,  Steve  Nesbitt,  Chris  New- 
ton, Paul  Nistico,  Rhett  Oren,  Jan  Osborn,  Jeff  Palmer,  Tom  Palmer,  Scott  Patterson, 
Ruth  Ellen  Peipert,  Jim  Peterson,  Cheri  Pierce,  Bill  Pranty,  Gallus  Quigley,  Diane 
Reed,  Lynn  Reynolds,  Peter  Rice,  Dexter  Richardson,  Alexa  Roche,  Rex  Rowan,  Fran 
Rutkovsky,  Bob  Sicolo,  Ron  Smith,  David  Simpson,  Lee  Snyder,  Ken  Spilios,  David 
Steadman,  Joyce  Stefancic,  Stacee  Strohman,  Linda  Terry,  John  Thornton,  Pete  Tim- 
mer,  Bill  Tinsman,  Ted  True,  Russ  Titus,  Roberto  Torres,  Ken  Tracey,  Michelle  van  De- 
venter, Alex  Vinokur,  Billi  Wagner,  Barbara  Walker,  Deb  Werner,  Leon  & Lois  White, 
Walt  Winton,  Kristin  Wood,  Joe  Wyatt,  and  Kathryn  Young,  and  Wilf  Yusek. 

Report  prepared  by  Bill  Pranty,  state  compiler  (8515  Village  Mill  Row,  Bayonet 
Point,  Florida  34667-2662;  <billpranty@hotmail.com>).  Regional  compilers  are  Brian 
Ahern  (629  Gail  Avenue,  Temple  Terrace,  Florida  33617,  <brianahern@aol.com>); 
Bruce  H.  Anderson  (2917  Scarlet  Road,  Winter  Park,  Florida  32792,  <scizor- 
tail@aol.com>);  John  H.  Boyd  III  (15291  SW  108th  Terrace,  Miami,  Florida  33196, 
<boydj@fiu.edu>);  Bob  and  Lucy  Duncan  (614  Fairpoint  Drive,  Gulf  Breeze,  Florida 
32561,  <Town_Point@bellsouth.net>);  Charlie  Ewell  (115  SW  51st  Terrace,  Cape 
Coral,  Florida  33991,  <anhinga42@embarqmail.com>);  Bev  Hansen  (6573  Pine  Mead- 
ows Drive,  Spring  Hill,  Florida  34606,  <bevalhansen@earthlink.net>);  Gail  Menk 
(2725  Peachtree  Drive,  Tallahassee,  Florida  32304, no  email),  Paul  Miller  (Kissimmee 
Prairie  Preserve  State  Park,  33104  NW  192nd  Avenue,  Okeechobee,  Florida  34972, 
<Paul.Miller@dep.state.fLus>);  and  Peggy  Powell  (2965  Forest  Circle,  Jacksonville, 
Florida  32257,  <pegpowell@comcast.net>). 
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